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McCain in B’klyn 

Sen. John McCain, with Bay Ridge Republican state Sen. Marty Golden in 
tow, talks with reporters during a campaign swing in Brooklyn on Thursday 
afternoon. For the story, see page 15. 


TO SAVE HIS DEAD ATLANTIC YARDS , RATNER SEEKS... 


MORE TAX DOLLARS 


Hopes government pals will bail him out 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Atlantic Yards developer Bruce Ratner 
is poised to ask city and state officials for 
more public subsidies to keep afloat his 
faltering mega-project — but at least two 
councilmen are just as ready to stop the 
money grab. 

After the president and CEO of Ratner ’s 
parent company, Forest City Enterprises, 
told industry analysts that “we still need 
more” subsidies to build Atlantic Yards, 
Councilmen David Yassky (D-Brooklyn 
Heights) and Bill DeBlasio (D-Park Slope) 
said that the already-committed $1 billion 
in public underwriting is enough. 

“My head spins in astonishment that 
they would want more,” said Yassky. 


MORE INSIDE 

WITH THE PROTESTERS, pi 4 
JAMIE'S MAD GRAB, p14 


Ratner has not yet made any public re- 
quest for more taxpayer dollars, but last 
month, he told the New York Times that the 
current economic downturn had made it 
impossible for him to build the entire 16- 
skyscraper, 6,800-unit, arena, office space 
and hotel project. 

In the same interview, Ratner said the 
project has been downsized to just the are- 
na and two or three smaller residential 
buildings alongside it. The rest of Atlantic 
Yards — which contained the bulk of the 
2,250 units of affordable housing and all of 


the eight acres of public space — is cur- 
rently off the table. 

But even in that context, the comment 
by FCE President Chuck Ratner (Brace’s 
cousin) in the April 2 conference call with 
investors and analysts still came as a sur- 

In the exchanger, Chuck Ratner first 
congratulated himself and Forest City Rat- 
ner President Joanne Minieri for getting 
“various governmental agencies in New 
York to increase their commitments to At- 
lantic Yards by $105 million on top of the 
$200 million they had committed.” 

Then he dropped the bombshell: “We 
still need more.” 

The conference call was first reported by 
the New York Observer, though the Atlantic 
See MONEY on page 14 
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Atlantic Yards foe (and Brooklyn Mu- 
seum member) Clem Labine protests. 


Gehry to Paper: Miss Brooklyn lives 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Atlantic Yards architect Frank 
Gehry says reports of the death 
of “Miss Brooklyn” have been 


In an exclusive interview with 
The Brooklyn Paper at last Thurs- 
day’s Brooklyn Museum gala, the 
starchitect said that the 511-foot 
tower will be built — and it will 
“look better than anyone imag- 


Gehry admitted that Atlantic 
Yards developer Brace Ratner has 
straggled to find an anchor tenant 
for the iconic, shimmering glass- 
walled skyscraper. But he quickly 
added: “Bruce will have a tenant 
soon — and then he’ll begin con- 
struction.” 

The Miss Brooklyn tower, pro- 
posed for the comer of Atlantic 
and Flatbush avenues, would be 
the gateway to Ratner’s ailing At- 
lantic Yards project, which once 
called for 16 skyscrapers, a bas- 


ketball arena and 6,800 units of 
housing, but has since been 
trimmed back to two or three 
buildings, the arena and hundreds 
of apartments. 

Whatever shape Miss Brook- 
lyn finally takes, it will no longer 
include a hotel or residential com- 
ponent, Gehry said: “It’s all office 

The Los Angeles-based archi- 
tect’s comments come two weeks 
after Ratner admitted that he was 
having trouble finding an anchor 


tenant for Miss Brooklyn, telling 
the New York Times that he can’t 
build — and indeed “won’t 
build” — the tower without one. 

But if Ratner gets a tenant, 
Gehry said he’s ready. “The de- 
sign is better than ever,” he said. 

“We’ve made some adjust- 
ments that people will absolutely 
love,” he added. “This is the part 
of the process I enjoy — tinker- 
ing, making things better.” 

Gehry suggested that he was 
disappointed by Ratner’s com- 


ments to the Times two weeks 
ago, in which the developer 
claimed that he cannot build the 
bulk of Atlantic Yards because of 
the current economic downturn. 

“He really does want to build it 
[all]” Gehry said. “But he can’t 
get the financing. I don’t know 
why he would tell the papers that, 
but it is true.” 

Gehry spoke with The Paper 
during the cocktail hour at the Mu- 
seum’s annual gala, where 1 ,000 
See GEHRY on page 14 


Not a drop to drink 

Gowanus Canal, Newtown Creek vie for filth 'honor' 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Gowanus Canal has the prom- 
ise of big-bucks development, the star 
power of its own movie, “Lavender 
Lake,” and is eligible to be on the Na- 
tional Register for Historic Places, but 
Newtown Creek is finally ready to 
surpass its rival in the malodorous 
spotlight. 

That much was clear last month 
when the state doled out cleanup grants 
to both dumping grounds — and the 
Creek trounced the Canal, $625,000 to 
$275,000. 

The grant gap has emboldened creek 
advocates (yes, the Newtown Creek has 
advocates, just like the canal) to make it 
known that when it comes to environ- 
mental waste, government intractability 
and down-and-dirty funk, nothing beats 
the watery border between Brooklyn and 
Queens. And in The Brooklyn Paper’s 
first-ever corpse of water smackdown 
(right), the Newtown Creek reigns 
supreme (supremely disgusting, that is). 

Every year, the city’s problematic 
sewer system dumps 2.7 billion gallons 
of raw sewage into the four-mile-long 
creek, which divides Greenpoint from 
the boondocks of Queens. 

On top of that, there’s 17 million gal- 
lons of oil in the mix — a spill bigger 
than the Exxon Valdez tanker disaster that 
has been leaking into the water since an 
underground explosion in 1950. 

And, oh yeah, there’s a garden vari- 
ety of chemicals and hazardous sub- 
stances lurking from more than 150 
years of industrial production that in- 
cludes Standard Oil’s first refineries. 

“A boat trip up the creek is a journey 
into the heart of darkness,” said the en- 
vironmentalist group Riverkeeper in a 

Compared to that, going to the 
See FILTH on page 18 


A tale of two creeks 

History has long regarded both the Newtown Creek and the Gowanus Canal as a con- 
venient sewer. But how do these fetid corpses of water compare to each other. Here's 
The Brooklyn Paper's first-ever waterway smackdown: — Mike McLaughlin 




NEWTOWN CREEK 


GOWANUS CANAL 

Four miles 

Length 

1.5 miles 

2.7 billion gallons per year 

Raw sewage 
into waterway 

300 million gallons per year 

Lord Cornwallis and the 
Redcoats were stationed there 
before invading Manhattan. 

Revolutionary 

George Washington and the 
rebel army retreated to safety 
across the canal during the Bat- 
tle of Brooklyn. 

The pirate Captain Kidd, 
John D. Rockefeller 

Famous visitors 

Henry Hudson, 
Giovanni da Verrazzano 

Standard Oil 

Famous polluters 

Independent refineries and 
manufacturers 

Halfway point of NYC 
marathon, visible during 
the burial of Don Corleone in 
"The Godfather." 

High water mark 

Flushing tunnel turned on in 
191 1 to pump fresh water 
through canal. And sometimes, 
it works. 

Discovery of 17 million gallon 
oil spill in 1978 

Low water mark 

Bouts with gonorrhea, typhoid 
and cholera. (All were discov- 
ered in canal's water.) 



Brooklyn’s gala week 

Paul Simon (performing at BAM on Wednesday night, above) put an exclama- 
tion mark on gala week that started last Thursday with Kanye West at the 
Brooklyn Museum (below right). At BAM, rocker David Byrne (below center) 
joined Simon, while celebrity chef Mario Batali just enjoyed the show. 



This Civil War-era warehouse at the foot of Beard Street in Red Hook will soon 
house a winery. No, silly, the grapes won't be grown there, but they will be 
crushed, fermented, aged and bottled there. 


Red Hook will be Brooklyn's Napa 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Bordeaux. Napa. Chianti. Red Hook? 

Brooklyn may never be mentioned in the 
same breath as such formidable winemak- 
ing regions, but for now, borough oeno- 
philes are buzzed about the arrival of a win- 
ery in Red Hook. 

California winemaker Abe Schoener will 
crush, ferment, age and bottle New York 
grapes in a factory on Beard Street, near the 
Fairway supermarket, starting this summer, 
the third urban winery to open in Brooklyn 
since 2005. The story was first cracked open 
by Dr. Vino, a seminal wine world blog. 


But what could have lured Schoener 
from the bucolic vineyards of the Napa Val- 
ley to post-industrial Brooklyn? 

“I was flabbergasted by the area, the 
beautiful buildings,” said Schoener, whose 
company is called Scholium Project. “It 
was the workspace and neighborhood that 

Schoener says he’ll only use New York 
varietals, but he’s more drank on his new 
location than on any particular grape the 
state’s vineyards have to offer. 

“I’m not even a great student of New 
York wines,” Schoener confessed. 

A year from now, Schoener’s first wines 
from Long Island’s North Fork and the 


Hudson Valley will be on the shelves. He 
has not come up with a name yet, but he’s 
so enamored with the area that it will defi- 
nitely pay homage to local history. 

Tipplers think there’s lucrative potential 
for an Empire State wine branded with a 
Brooklyn name. 

“New York’s wine reputation is growing 
slowly. It’s having nice, steady growth,” 
said Adam Goldstein, co-owner of the Red, 
White & Bubbly wine shop on Fifth Av- 
enue in Park Slope, which sells its own 
“Brooklyn Wine Company” blends. 

Pairing wine with the borough’s prestige 
could pay off, he added. 

Citified winemaking is hardly a newfan- 


gled idea — a barrel of sauce was ferment- 
ing in the basement of nearly every Carroll 
Gardens household in the early 1900s. 

But in recent years, several winemakers 
have brought their commercial operations 
to the Big Apple — Brooklyn has two oth- 
ers, Brooklyn Oenology in Greenpoint and 
Bridge Vineyards m Williamsburg. 

Wineries are urbanizing because the 
biggest sales segment of the market come in 
the tasting room rather than the liquor store, 
experts say. Schoener says that played a role. 

“New York is my most important wine 
market. Right now, sommeliers have to get 
on a plane, so it’s wonderful that [Red 
Hook] is accessible to the city.” 









Rated Best Sofas 

New York Magazine's 
2007 Best of New York 


BUSINESS BRIEFS 

Compiled by Mariel Cohn 


Yoga’s serenity 
in Bklyn Heights 

In the heart of Brooklyn Heights, Yoga People's serene 
studio offers classes and workshops to students with all body 
types and levels of ability. With seasoned and dedicated in- 
structors. Yoga People provides its students with an intimate 
and compassionate 
yoga community. 

Take part in their 
April Spring Geanse 
workshop, “Root To 
Rise: The Power Of 
Organic Energy,” a 
two-day event — on 
Saturday, April 26, 
from 2 to 4 pm, and 
Sunday, April 27, 
from 3:30 to 5:30 
pm — taught by the 
studio’s most popu- 
lar instructors. 

“Root To Rise” 
is designed to em- 
body the rhythm of 
Spring, and to 
charge, cleanse, and 
rejuvenate the body 



students, whether beginner or advanced are welcome to at- 
tend; at $55 per session or $110 for both. 

Yoga People, 157 Remsen St., between Court and Clinton 
streets, Call (7 18) 522-9642, or visit www.yoga-people.com 

NYKidsClub 

Friday April 11th marks the Grand Opening of the New 
York Kids Club. The celebration will include exciting class 
demonstrations and activities for children 6 months to 12 
years, in state-of-the-art gym and classroom facilities. The 
event, from 3:30 to 5:30 pm, will include complimentary 



wine, beer, hors d’ oeuvres, and treats for the kids and feature a 
presentation by the Rock-a-Baby band. 

Reservations are a must. Call (718) 7 
New York Kids Club, 182 Henry St., second floor, at the cor- 
ner of Montague and Henry streets, (entrance on Henry). Open 
Call (718) 228-0800, or Visit w 


Still Hip 



Still Hip is a gathering place for gently used children’s 
clothing, toys, gear, books, as well as for kid’s music and 
movement classes, and family events, a funky resale shop that 
is too fabulous to resist. 

You’ll find clothing by zutano, dogwood, small paul and 
mimi maternity, as well as carriers, playmats and booster seats. 

The store welcomes friendly, environmentally conscience 
people who hang 
out and chat about 
what’s going on in 
the neighborhood 
(while getting a 
good deal on items 
at the same time). 

Still Hip is ac- 
cepting Spring and 
Summer items in 
gently used to new 
conditions. Drop off 
hours are 2 to 5 pm 
every Thursday, and with advance notice, you may make a 
drop off on Sunday too. Humorous onesies and wooden toys 
are examples of good items to bring in. 

Still Hip, 283 Grand Ave., open Tuesday through Saturday 
10 am to 6 pm, Sunday 11 to 6, (718) 398-0008, Visa and Mas- 
tercard are accepted. Visit www.stillhipbrooklyn.com, or email 
moms@stillhipbrooklyn.com. 

Harbor Fitness 

Harbor Fitness’ two locations, in Park Slope and Bay 
Ridge , have the latest cardio and strength training equipment 
individual workouts and a variety of classes (from kickboxing 
and spinning , to yoga and pilates) . Open 24 hours a day dur- 
ing the week, you’re guaranteed to have a good time exercis- 
ing at either location. 

Harbor Fitness also offers free childcare, to ensure you can 
focus on your workout to the fullest. 

Harbor Fitness is also very socially conscious. In March 
they raised over $3500 for HeartShare Human Services’ 
Autism Programs. Neighbors gathered in the effort to fight 
and raise awareness of Autism, and literally put their sweat 
into the cause by taking one of many fitness closes. 

Harbor Fitness, is located at 9215 Fourth Ave. (near 92nd 
Street) in Bay Ridge, (718) 238-9400, and at 191 15th St, off 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 965-6200. Visa, Mastercard 
and American Express are accepted. For more info, visit 


O BrooklynShops 

The Brooklyn Paper’s Guide to Local Services Sc Merchants 


Art Gallery Computer Health Clubs Medical Services Real Estate Shipping 


Brooklyn 

Artisans 

Gallery 

221A Court St. (718) 330-0343 




UPS Store (Montague St.) 

supplies . , mailing and Shipping. 

93 Montague St. (718) 802-0900 


by brooklyn 

spa and lounge 


Body by Brooklyn 

275 Park Ave. (718) 923-9400 


Cynergy Spa 

87 Fort Greene PI. (718) 403-9242 


U’Mai Urban Spa 

157 Fifth Ave. (718) 398-2100 


II Camelion Salon 

326 Seventh Ave. (718) 788-1700 



BAX 

421 Fifth Ave. (718) 823-0018 


274 Garfield PI. (718) 768-3814 


Jewish Sports Academy 

117 Remsen St. (718) 928-4192 


Park Explorers 

Park Slope (718) 788-3620 


-r we paftt<sl©F& 
PAYC^p 

339 Eighth St. (718) 788-7732 


wMw 

m.ttHJi 

Poly Prep 

9216 Seventh Ave. (718) 836-9800 



Goodwill Industries 

I Hoyt St. (718) 246-4894 


Baseball Card Dugout 

453 Court St. (718) 624-2527 


Dicovery Wines, Cellar Selections 
& Spirt of the Month. 

211 5th Ave. (718) 636-9463 
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Spike Lee has moved out of his converted firehouse on 
DeKalb Avenue and into a building he owns around the 
corner on South Elliot Place. The culprit? Rising rents. 

IT’S A WRAP! 

Filmmaker Spike Lee's 
Fort Greene HQ for sale 

By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

You know development is out of control when even ac- 
claimed local filmmaker Spike Lee feels squeezed by rising 

The director who sprung to nationwide attention 20 years 
ago with the seminal film, “Do the Right Thing,” fell victim 
to skyrocketing rent in Fort Greene, compelling him to vacate 
the converted DeKalb Avenue firehouse he had rented for his 
production company since the mid-1980s. 

“Got priced out, the rent raise was insane,” Lee told The 
Brooklyn Paper. 

Instead of being bamboozled by his landlord, the auteur 
moved his 40 Acres and a Mule Filmworks to a mo’ better 
homestead around the corner on South Elliot Place. 

The “For Sale” sign at 124 DeKalb Ave. was reminiscent 
of the 1997 shuttering of Spike’s Joint, a store selling Lee film 
memorabilia, that fanned neighborhood fears that “Mars 
Blackmon” had checked out of Kings County. 

The director, who gave Brooklyn the starring role in films 
like “Crooklyn” and “Jungle Fever,” affirmed that he still had 
a working and personal relationship with the borough. 

“Still in Fort Greene,” said Lee, obviously referring only to 
his film company, as he now lives in Manhattan (oyl). “Forty 
Acres moved to a building we already owned” on South Elliot 
Place between Lafayette and DeKalb. 

Lee might be gone from the three-story building overlook- 
ing Fort Greene Park, but his presence there won’t be easily 
forgotten by its next inhabitants. Citi-Habitats, the broker sell- 
ing the property for $6 million, advertises that “it has been 
leased to a celebrated film maker for the past 22 years as a 
production studio.” 

There are two duplex residential units in the building. 


CARROLL GARDENS 


GOWANUS 


Canal is new hotel craze 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Yet another would-be hotel 
is set to rise in what has 
turned out to be very fertile 
soil around the messy Gow- 
anus Canal. 

Four hotels are being built or 
are already planned for a six- 
block area around the old indus- 
trial sluice — in addition to the 
Flotel LeBleu, Comfort Inn and 
Floliday Inn Express that al- 
ready receive guests nearby. 

“They’re clustering in that 
area because it’s between the 
restaurant rows of Smith Street 
and Fifth Avenue and it’s close 
to Downtown,” said Carolyn 
Greer, director of public events, 
special projects and tourism for 
Borough President Markowitz. 

Greer added that subway ser- 
vice on Fourth Avenue makes it 
a logical location, too. 

The most-recent addition to 
the mushrooming tourist zone 
will be a 124-room Fairfield 
Inn, part of the Marriott chain, 
slotted for Third Avenue, ac- 
cording to Brownstoner, a real- 
estate Web site. 

The very existence of a 
“Gowanus Canal Flotel District” 
is mostly due to the low prices 
for old industrial land — land 
on which hotels, unlike other 
residential units, can be built 
without costly zoning changes. 

On the other hand, the dis- 
trict is still largely industrial, 
which disorients some tourists 
who don’t feel connected to 
the picturesque and thriving 
brownstone communities to 
their east and west. 

“We got out of the subway 
and I was wondering if we were 
in the wrong place, because I 
have a friend that told me Park 
Slope was really nice and up- 
scale,” said Mike Powell, stay- 
ing at the Floliday Inn Express 
on Union Street between Third 
and Fourth avenues. 



A similar scene played out 
at Flotel Le Bleu. Its 48 luxuri- 
ous rooms of high-thread- 
count linens and flat-screen 
televisions are on a block of 
Fourth Avenue shared by a 
taxi garage, dialysis clinic and 
a Pep Boys auto parts store and 
repair center. 

“We were sort of surprised 
when we got here,” said Shel- 
ley McCabe, who was in town 
to visit her parents. “You go up 
a couple avenues and its so 
nice up there. Down here, it’s a 
little bit strip mall-ish.” 


That will change, business 
experts say. 

If all the proposed hotels 
get built, there would be about 
700 rooms clinging to the Park 
Slope side of the canal — up 
from about 300. This will help 
trigger entrepreneurs to open 
places where travelers “can get 
a bite to eat, pick up the paper 
and buy your everyday sundry 
items,” said Carl Hum, presi- 
dent of the Brooklyn Chamber 
of Commerce. 

In spite of the growth on the 
horizon, innkeepers have ruled 


out the notion that the market 
could become glutted, driving 
down prices. 

“It’s competitive, yes, but it’s 
a draw,” said Robert Gaeta, gen- 
eral manager of the sleek Hotel 
Le Bleu, who reports that busi- 
ness is “brisk,” with occupancy 
averaging more than 80 percent 

“The more that open, the 
more people that come. The 
competition raises everybody 
up,” Gaeta said, comparing the 
hotels to the seemingly bound- 
less number of restaurants that 
have opened on Fifth Avenue. 

That competition has oddly 
hit an absolute equilibrium in 
room prices, if only temporar- 
ily. Last week, travelers could 
check into Le Bleu for $235 a 
night and the Holiday Inn for 
$239. Both hotels said prices 
fluctuate day-to-day and can 
quickly hit $350 per night. 

Part of the reason Le Bleu’s 
prices are not higher is be- 
cause the hotel is a work in 
progress. It opened in Novem- 
ber, but it will be several more 
weeks before its eighth-floor 
restaurant is ready for diners 
and even longer before revelers 
can party in the hotly antici- 
pated rooftop bar. 

Developers say Brooklyn is 
ripe for hotel projects as the 
borough becomes more of a 
tourist destination in and of it- 
self, and also, as an affordable 
option to Manhattan rates. 

“It’s the right time to build,” 
said Raj Bhagai, of New Gen- 
eration Hospitality, which is 
planning to raze two ware- 
houses on President Street to 
make room for a “mid-brand 
hotel” and one affiliated with 
the Marriott, itself one of the 
borough’s great hotel success 
stories. After opening in 1998, 
the 376-room inn soon out- 
grew its capacity and opened a 
280-room annex in 2006. 

— with Emily Lavin 


Hung jury on plans for Court St. 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A developer’s plan to build 
one of the tallest buildings on 
Court Street in Carroll Gar- 
dens was assailed last week 
for clashing with the neigh- 
borhood’s low-rise architec- 
tural landscape. 

Months of anxiety by citi- 
zens and elected officials cul- 
minated last Thursday over 


I’ll be your 
bridge from 
where you are 
to where you 
want to be 



A rendering of a proposed seven-story building on Court Street that was put out by a 
community group last week (left) bears little resemblance to the actual rendering that was 
finally unveiled by the Clarett Group this week (right). 



what the Clarett Group plans 
to build on the former medical 
center for card-carrying long- 
shoremen, between Sacked 
and Union streets. 

Clarett, which designed the 
30-story Forte building in Fort 
Greene, said months ago that it 
intended to build a 70-foot 
tower at 340 Court St., rather 
than the maximum height zon- 
ing allows — about 170 feet. 

But some community activ- 
ists were not appeased, and 
called for a 50-foot ceiling on 
new construction in Carroll 
Gardens. The Department of 
City Planning is studying this 
option, but a decision is not ex- 
pected soon. 

With new zoning restric- 
tions a distant possibility, Clar- 
ett showed renderings for a 


29-unit, seven-story building 
of gray cement on the bottom 
floors and glass walls on the 
upper levels that will replace 
the dockworkers’ union build- 
ing, itself an anomalous bun- 
ker in the otherwise brown- 
stone-heavy area. 

Residents derided the ren- 
derings. 

“[The longshoremen’s build- 
ing] is one of my least-favorite 
buildings on Court Street, but 
this was a little disappointing,” 
said Gary Reilly. “It feels a little 
cold and industrial.” 

Another resident was more 
blunt. 

“It looks like a mausoleum,” 
said Katia Kelly. 

Clarett officials said their 
building will be just the oppo- 
site — indeed, it will include 


ground-floor retail to add life 
to the street. And Clarett Vice 
President Dan Hollander 
promised not to sign a lease 
with a fast food joint. 

The project, which would 
be erected by the end of 2009, 
also calls for townhouse-style 
units on the side streets. These 
dwellings would be the same 
height as their neighbors’ and 
have front gardens, too, like 
traditional Carroll Gardens 
rowhouses. 

Some called them “bland,” 
but others gave the ultimate 
compliment. 

“That looks like Carroll 
Gardens,” said one man. 


BKLYN HEIGHTS 



Gristedes pharmacy 
reopens after fire 


for The Brooklyn Paper 


The word is that the Almighty created the heavens and the 
earth in six days — but an even greater miracle has occurred 
on Henry Street: the pharmacy at the Gristedes supermarket 
re-opened just three days after an electrical fire almost com- 
pletely destroyed the store. 

Makeshift shelving holds drinks and some staples — pasta, 
crackers and energy bars — from the supermarket, which is now 
separated from the pharmacy by a thin plastic curtain that failed 
to muffle the sounds of the reconstruction already underway. 

“It was important for us to get some part of the store re- 
opened,” said one employee, who didn’t want his name used. 
“A lot of people around here depend on us, so we want to work 
as hard as we can for them until the store is back on its feet.” 

The April 1 blaze started in the deli department and caused 
an estimated $5 million in damage. It is unclear when the rest of 
the store will re-open, but then again, but miracles never cease. 

— Emily Lavin 


CONGREGATION MOUNT SINAI 

PASSOVER 

COMMUNITY SEDER 


Sunday, April 20 at 6:30 pm 

Congregation Mt. Sinai 
250 Cadman Plaza West 

Reservations must be made 
by Tuesday, April 1 5 

Please contact the 
synagogue for details: 

CONGREGATION 

MT. SINAI 

(718) 875-9124 

mountsinai250@aol.com 



to Atlantic City Casinos 
from Downtown Brooklyn 


$20 in Conus Casino /Honey 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


GO GREYHOUND and leave the driving tc 


GREYHOUND 

*228 Livingston St. 


• Local & Long Distance Services 

• Airport Transportation Foxwoo^and 

• Medical Pickup & Drop Off Mohegan Sun 



24 Hour Door-to-Door Service 

m i Ei iiiM 

( 718 ) 230-8100 


WE BRING ITALY 
TO YOU! 



Low* Rctsso 


■$- 


BRICK OVEN PIZZA 
oil Gardens • 552 Court St. (at West 9th St) 

1 block from Smith/9th Subway Stop 
718-875-1384 • Open Tues. - Sun. 

FliiiM / 


m Now Open in Brooklyn. 

The Mac Support Store 

Brooklyn's First Apple Authorized Repair Shop! 

S 


GARDENING • BBft GRILLS 
OUTDOOR FURNITURE 


27,000 sq.ft. SUPERSTORE!!! 

"House of a million items" 


Benjamin 


SID'S HARDWARE 

345 Jay Street 

(Between Tillary & Willoughby Streets) 

Downtown Brooklyn 
(718) 875-2259 
Open 7 Days - We Deliver 


www.SidsHardware. 


m 



DOWNTOWN 

BROOKLYN 

PAINT SUPPLY 
HEADQUARTERS 

10% OFF 


Z^IMIRICAN 
HOUSEWARES 

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week TtlHW (718) 243-0844 


BrooklynPaper.com 
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Homework 
havoc at home 
l 


PS... 

I LOVE YOU 



Wendy Ponte 

>n’t this her homework? 


t’s a typical scenario — beg- 
ging, pleading, yelling. The 
bedroom door slams, everyone 
is crying. A big fight between Mom 
and Dad? No, just homework. 

“The weekends are just a blur 
of homework. We’ve been work- 
ing from dawn to dusk. We have 
to make a schedule just to get it 
all done. She’s only in the sixth 
grade!” says Isabel Hill, a Park 
Slope mother and filmmaker 
whose daughter, Anna, attends 
Poly Prep Country Day School. 

If I wasn’t also the parent of a 
school age child, I might have said 
to Hill — hey what do you mean we ■ 

But, sadly, I know better. When homework reaches those 
kinds of levels, there is just no way for parents to stay unin- 
volved. For one thing, kindergartners and first-graders, never 
mind sixth-graders, just can’t budget their time without help. 
And even kids who happen to be good at it are often wiped 
out after a full day at school. 

Councilmember Peter Vallone Jr. feels the same way. Last 
fall, Vallone called for a maximum of 10 minutes per grade 
per night through the eighth grade, with one night off per 
week. So, in the case of a sixth-grader, that would be one hour, 
opening up a world of possibilities. 

Anna could go back to her music, just for starters — or 
have pizza with a friend, or invent stuff or play, which is how 
kids learn. And Vallone, who has two daughters himself, says 
that families could have more time together, and children 
would have time to get some badly needed exercise. 

Mayor Bloomberg has not been too sympathetic to Val- 
lone’s idea, but Hizzoner should do his own homework: No 
studies prove that doing more homework equals doing better in 
school, according to Sara Bennett and Nancy Kalish, the two 
Slope-based writers of “The Case Against Homework: How 
Homework is Hurting Our Children and What We Can Do 
About It.” In Finland, teenagers score higher than any other 
country in the world on tests, yet no more than 30 minutes per 
night of homework is assigned. 

Proponents of homework say that homework also teaches 
kids responsibility and time management. But some parents 
are unconvinced. 

“I’d rather my kids learn responsibility from chores,” says 
Park Slope mom, Caroline Thaler, who has one child at PS 
321 and two at Poly Prep. “I can’t give them much responsi- 
bility around the house now because they have way too much 
homework to do.” 

Wendy Ponte is a freelance writer who lives in Park Slope. 


THE KITCHEN SINK 

Prospect Park: The Prospect Park Tennis Center is 

having a gala on April 17 to raise money for the junior tennis 
program. Tickets are steep — $200 — but that’s nothing com- 
pared to consigning kids to a tennis-free life. Call (718) 
965-8988 ore-mailjbetts@prospectpark.org. ... Park Slope: 
You gotta hand it to the bartenders at Alchemy on Fifth Ave- 
nue. They crafted a mix of pilsner and Bloody Mary mix that 
our Sixth Avenue pal Phil Marriott says is quite tasty. ... 
The door and the heated patio are now up and in place at Bar- 
rio, the restaurant that will take over the Seventh Avenue site 
from Tempo Presto (and Mojo Cafe before that). 
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The Gowanus hotel craze 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Yet another would-be hotel 
is set to rise in what has 
turned out to be very fertile 
soil around the messy Gow- 
anus Canal. 

Four hotels are being built 
or are already planned for a 
six-block area around the old 
industrial sluice — in addition 
to the Hotel LeBleu, Comfort 
Inn and Holiday Inn Express 
that already receive guests 

“They’re clustering in that 
area because it’s between the 
restaurant rows of Smith 
Street and Fifth Avenue and 
it’s close to Downtown,” said 
Carolyn Greer, director of 
public events, special projects 
and tourism for Borough Pres- 
ident Markowitz. 

Greer added that subway ser- 
vice on Fourth Avenue makes it 
a logical location, too. 

The most-recent addition to 
the mushrooming tourist zone 
will be a 124-room Fairfield 
Inn, part of the Marriott chain, 
slotted for Third Avenue, ac- 
cording to Brownstoner, a real- 
estate Web site. 

The very existence of a 
“Gowanus Canal Hotel Dis- 
trict” is mostly due to the low 
prices for old industrial land 
— land on which hotels, un- 
like other residential units, can 
be built without costly zoning 
changes. 

On the other hand, the dis- 
trict is still largely industrial, 
which disorients some tourists 
who don’t feel connected to 
the picturesque and thriving 
brownstone communities to 
their east and west. 

“We got out of the subway 
and I was wondering if we 
were in the wrong place, be- 
cause I have a friend that told 
me Park Slope was really nice 
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and upscale,” said Mike Pow- 
ell, staying at the Holiday Inn 
Express on Union Street be- 
tween Third and Fourth ave- 

A similar scene played out 
at Hotel Le Bleu. Its 48 luxuri- 
ous rooms of high-thread- 
count linens and flat-screen 
televisions are on a block of 
Fourth Avenue shared by a 
taxi garage, dialysis clinic and 
a Pep Boys auto parts store and 
repair center. 

“We were sort of surprised 


when we got here,” said Shel- 
ley McCabe, who was in town 
to visit her parents. “You go up 
a couple avenues and its so 
nice up there. Down here, it’s a 
little bit strip mall-ish.” 

That will change, business 
experts say. 

If all the proposed hotels 
get built, there would be about 
700 rooms clinging to the Park 
Slope side of the canal — up 
from about 300. This will help 
trigger entrepreneurs to open 
places where travelers “can get 


a bite to eat, pick up the paper 
and buy your everyday sundry 
items,” said Carl Hum, presi- 
dent of the Brooklyn Chamber 
of Commerce. 

In spite of the growth on the 
horizon, innkeepers have ruled 
out the notion that the market 
could become glutted, driving 
down prices. 

“It’s competitive, yes, but 
it’s a draw,” said Robert Gaeta, 
general manager of the sleek 
Hotel Le Bleu, who reports 
that business is “brisk,” with 
occupancy averaging more 
than 80 percent in recent 

“The more that open, the 
more people that come. The 
competition raises everybody 
up,” Gaeta said, comparing the 
hotels to the seemingly bound- 
less number of restaurants that 
have opened on Fifth Avenue. 

That competition has oddly 
hit an absolute equilibrium in 
room prices, if only temporar- 
ily. 

Last week, travelers could 
check into Le Bleu for $235 a 
night and the Holiday Inn for 
$239. Both hotels said prices 
fluctuate day-to-day and can 
quickly hit $350 per night. 

Developers say Brooklyn is 
ripe for hotel projects as the 
borough becomes more of a 
tourist destination in and of it- 
self, and also, as an affordable 
option to Manhattan rates. 

“It’s the right time to build,” 
said Raj Bhagai, of New Gen- 
eration Hospitality, which is 
planning to raze two ware- 
houses on President Street to 
make room for a “mid-brand 
hotel” and one affiliated with 
the Marriott, itself one of the 
borough’s great hotel success 
stories. After opening in 1998, 
the 376-room inn soon out- 
grew its capacity and opened 
a 280-room annex in 2006. 

— with Emily Lavin 


BAY RIDGE 



Showing their medal 


Bay Ridge honored its cops last week, paying special trib- 
ute to 51 officers who performed outstanding police work 
in 2007. More than 150 people thanked the top cops from 
the 68th Precinct at "Medal Day" on April 3 in the audito- 
rium of the Poly Prep Country Day School. "It's for the cops 


BENSONHURST 


themselves," said Deputy Inspector Eric Rodriguez, com- 
manding officer. "It's something we do every year to ac- 
knowledge the great work that our police officers do, day 
in and day out." Honorees included officers Vito Viola and 
Lance Sigman, who delivered a baby. — Ben Muessig 
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Big box for Shore Pkwy 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A discount wholesaler might give 
Costco some competition when it opens 
along Shore Parkway in Bensonhurst. 

BJ’s Wholesale Club, a big-box store that 
offers members discounted prices on brand- 
name goods, signed a 20-year lease at the 
site of a bus depot near the former Nellie 
Bly Amusement Park and Dreier-Offerman 
Park. 

But before developer Joe Sitt can put a 
shovel in the ground, he’ll need a zoning 



change from the city — and that may not 
be easy, given that the same city govern- 
ment is battling him over his $1.5-billion 
plan to transform Coney Island into a 
24-7-365 amusement Vegas-style Xanadu. 

Bensonhurst officials, however, think 
the retail project won’t get stuck in the 

“They’re presenting a good plan,” said 
Rob Hart, spokesman for Councilman 
Domenic Recchia (D-Bensonhurst). “This 
project is one thing and the Coney Island 
project is another.” 

Sitt hopes to make fast work on a 
$100-million development on the site he 
bought for $10 million in 2005. Construc- 
tion on BJ’s could start next year — pend- 
ing that rezoning. 


Tot Shabbat 


Singing, dancing, and 
a little Hebrew i 
for toddlers, 
preschoolers, 
and their 
adult guests 
with song leader 
Debbie Brukman. 
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Banks robbed two days apart 


POLICE BLOTTER 


Thieves plundered two 
Downtown Brooklyn banks in 
separate incidents last week. 

In the first case, a man held 
up a Fulton Street bank on 
April 2 at around 2:15 pm. 

The thief told the bank teller 
in the Fulton Mall to “hurry 
up,” and passed a note that said, 
“Stacks of hundreds, stacks of 
fifties. No alarm. Don’t be a 

The employee complied, 
giving the bandit $1320, which 
he calmly stuck in his pocket. 

The second robbery oc- 
curred on Montague Street near 
Court Street on April 4. 

This robber also passed a 
note that said, “Don’t signal 


anyone. Put $5,000 in an enve- 
lope and keep your hands 
where I can see them.” The 
teller protested, “I don’t have 
that kind of money.” She did, 
however, give him $400 — and 
a dye-pack. 

Open door 

A woman’s unlocked Dean 
Street apartment was burgled on 
April 3. 

The 46-year-old resident said 
she was not home from 11:30 am 
to 12:30 pm, during which time 
someone took a laptop, Playsta- 
tion and Xbox from the abode, 
which is between Smith Street 
and Boemm Place. 

A neighbor said she saw a 
man in the apartment during 
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that time, but assumed it was a 
family member. 

Psycho moment 

A man got hosed while tak- 
ing a shower at his Atlantic Av- 
enue apartment on March 28. 

He cracked open his window 
before going to the bathroom to 
freshen up at 11:30 am. But 
when he returned, the portal 
was wide open and his digital 
camera and $55 were missing 
from his residence, which is be- 
tween Bond and Nevins streets. 

— Mike McLaughlin 


Park Slope 

Beet down 

A customer at a trendy Thai 
restaurant on Seventh Avenue 
had her purse stolen off the 
back of her chair when she 
wasn’t looking on April 4. 

Cops say the thief entered 
the restaurant, which is be- 
tween 10th and 11th streets, at 
around 8 pm and grabbed the 
27-year-old woman’s purse. 

In addition to her iPod and 
$25 , he got a credit card that he 
promptly used at a gas si 
on Fourth Avenue and Union 
Street, cops said. 

Bad help 

A worker got so angry at his 
boss that he hurled a rock and 
an electric drill battery at his 
employer on April 3 . 

According to police, the em- 
ployee, 29, got into a “dispute 
about money” at around 7:45 
pm in front of a house on Sev- 
enth Street between Eighth Av- 
enue and Prospect Park West. 

“I hate you, you piece of s— !” 
the man allegedly yelled before 
becoming violent and tossing the 
items at his 24-year-old boss. 

Cops later arrested him and 
charged him with assault, crim- 
inal mischief and menacing. 

Eighth hell 

A thief broke into an Eighth 
Avenue apartment between 
March 18 and 20, stealing a com- 
puter and jewelry, cops said. 

The 58-year-old resident of the 
building, at the comer of Fourth 
Street, told police that the unit 
was unoccupied between those 
dates, when the thief apparently 
broke in through a rear window. 

Knocked down 

A thug knocked a woman to 


[B Burglars caught in 
the act on Flushing Avenue 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 


Cops interrupted the burglary of a Flushing 
Avenue sneaker store on April 1 , arresting one 
half of a criminal team that was suspected of 
robbing the shop of $40,000 of merchandise in 
January. 

In the latest crime, the crooks broke into the 
building at around 1:15 am, busting through a 
brick exterior wall from an adjacent construc- 
tion site, cops said. Once inside, they triggered 
an alarm, alerting the owner of the shop, who 
called police. 


When cops arrived, they saw the two 
thieves attempting to escape by climbing the 
scaffolding next door. One of the crooks made 
“a leap of faith” to the elevated J, M, Z train at 
the Broadway station, while the other fled 
down Debevoise Street, cops say. 

Police chased the crook into the train sta- 
tion, but they emerged on the wrong side of the 
platform and the crook used the subway to 
make his getaway. 

But the other burglar wasn’t as lucky. 

Officers Wilfredo Castillo and Valerie Ba- 
ialardo arrested the suspect at the comer Hum- 
boldt Street. 


the ground and stole her cell- 
phone in a horrifying attack on 
Union Street on April 2. 

Police said that the 6-foot-2, 
220-pound thief ran up to the 25- 
year-old woman while she was 
walking between Seventh and 
Eighth avenues, and knocked her 
to the ground. 

While she nursed lacerations 
on her forehead, he ran off with 
her mobile phone. 

— Cersh Kuntzman 


Prospect Heights 

B’berry bandits 

A 24-year-old woman battled 
three other women who were 
attempting to rob her mobile de- 
vices on Vanderbilt Avenue on 

Shortly after midnight, the 
woman noticed she was being 
followed by the three women 
near the comer of Park Place. 

She attempted to hail a cab, 
but failed to do so before the 
thieves caught up to her and 
snatched her Blackberry and 

But before the hoodlums could 
get away, the woman wrestled 
them to ground, attempting to re- 
cover her belonging. 

She failed, alas, and the 
thieves made off with her the 
fancy cellphone. 

Cruiser bruiser 

It’s bad enough to side- 
swiped a police cruiser — but 
fleeing the scene of the crime is 
an especially bad idea. 

But that’s exactly what hap- 
pened at the intersection of Van- 
derbilt and St. Marks avenues at 
around 3 am on April 6. 



Alzheimer’s care begins with 
what’s been forgotten. 


Each senior has a history that makes 
them a unique individual. The best 
approach to Alzheimer’s care begins 
with understanding the stories and 
details of a senior’s life. 

Knowing our seniors better means we 
can help them attain what we call 
“pleasant days” by finding activities 
they can enjoy and be successful at. 


We do this in specially designed 
surroundings that are both safe and 
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Visit or call Sunrise Senior Living today 
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disease and other forms of memory 
impairment, as well as other senior 
living options. 


F)1GNITY 

rT o.vii- Care 


Sunrise . 

Senior Living 




OPPORTUNITY 


& 


Sunrise at Mill Basin 
Sunrise at Sheepshead Bay 

718-444-2600 

718-616-1850 

5905 Strickland Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 1 1234 
2211 Emmons Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 1 1235 

Applicati 

on for assisted living/special ne 

reds certification pending 


Cops say a police car was 
speeding with its lights and siren 
blaring when another car crashed 
into its side and kept on going. 

Cops said they did not get a 
good look at the other vehicle, but 
the good news is that no one was 
injured. — Chris Cascarano 


Bensonhurst 

Bank rob 

Two 86th Street banks were 
robbed within days of each other 
last week, and clues may link the 
two crimes to the same robber. 

The first robbery was on 
March 28 at a branch near Bay 
29th Street. The thief entered at 
around 4 pm and gave a note to 
the teller. 

“I have a gun,” it read. “Pass 
me $100s and $50s. I don’t want 
to shoot anyone.” 

The teller complied, and 
handed over $1 ,1 12 to the thief, 
who stopped her before she 
could throw in a dye pack, po- 
lice said. The perp exited with 
the cash and heading for the D 
train at Bay Parkway. 

A week later, another bank, 
this one near Bay Parkway, was 
robbed at around 4 pm. As in the 


other case, the thief walked in 
and handed a note to the teller, 
who handed over $1 ,000. 

Both crimes were on a Friday 
afternoon, around 4 pm — and 
both crooks held their hands in 
their pocket to simulate a gun. 
Also in both robberies, the thieves 
handed over similar notes and 
took in similar sums of money. 

Yet police were not ready to 
say both incidents were related. 

Bedroom burg 

A thug cleaned out a Benson 
Avenue apartment on April 5 . 

The 30-year-old tenant re- 
turned to his apartment, which is 
near Bay 41st Street, at around 
10:30 am to discover that a perp 
had come in through a second- 
floor rear window and somehow 
bypassed the alarm system. 

Once inside, he swiped elec- 
tronics and jewelry, police said. 

Flat funds 

A Good Samaritan had his 
cash and credit cards robbed as 
he attempted to help a stranger 
with a flat tire on 86th Street on 
Match 28. 

But the flat tire was just a ruse 
in this dastardly crime at around 
1 :30 pm near Bay 42nd Street. 

The victim agreed to help the 
man and his supposed flat tire. 


The “victim” told the man to go 
into his trunk to get the air pump , 
but while he was doing that, the 
thief took $100 from the man’s 
car. — Michael Giardina 


Bay Ridge 

Abut a boy 

Three men robbed a 13-year- 
old boy as he walked on 76th 
Street on April 3. 

The victim told cops he was 
coming home from school at 3 
pm when the suspects surround- 
ed him at Colonial Road. 

“Give me your iPod and 
your money!” the men demand- 
ed, pushing the victim down. 

“This is all I have,” said the 
victim, handing over the device. 

When the perps found no 
money on the boy, one of the 
men punched him in the face 
and broke his glasses before the 
group fled down the street with 
the iPod. 

Unsafe 

Perps forced their way into 
an 85th Street home during the 
day on April 3 and took cash 
and jewelry. 

The 64-year-old owner of the 
house, between 12th and 13th av- 
enues, said he left for work at 
7:30 am. He returned 12 hours 
later to find his front door open 
and some of his things missing. 

The suspects took cash, watch- 
es and credit cards, cops said. 

Lights off 

Someone stole the head- 
lights off a car parked in a 78th 
Street driveway on April 1 . 

The 62-year-old victim left 
his 2006 Nissan Maxima in 
front of his house, which is be- 
tween Colonial Road and Ridge 
Boulevard, at around 10 pm. 

When he checked on the car 
the next morning, he found the 
car’s headlights missing, cops 
said. — Emily Lavin 


90th Precinct 


Williamsburg-Bushwick 

SK8ER boy 

A skateboarder snatched an 
iPhone on April 5 — then used 
his board to get away. 

The crook grabbed the phone 
from a man on a Manhattan- 
bound J train at around 3:25 pm. 
With the stolen phone in hand, he 
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hopped off the train at the Flush- 
ing Avenue stop. The victim gave 
chase through the station, but the 
crook used his skateboard to jam 
the high-wheeled turnstile and 
get away with the popular phone. 

Photo-graft 

A man m a business suit 
stealthily made off with photo 
equipment during an April 1 shoot 
at a wedding hall on Ross Street. 

The crook casually grabbed an 
unattended bag containing a cam- 
era, three lenses and two flashes 
at around 9:50 pm, cops say. He 
left the building, which is be- 
tween Wythe and Bedford av- 
enues, before the photographer 
realized his equipment was miss- 
ing. — Ben Muessig 


Williamsburg-Greenpoint 

School prey 

A teen mugger stole $35 
from a 15-year-old student in a 
Bedford Avenue high school on 
April 2, but he didn’t keep the 
money for long. 

The crook confronted the vic- 

on his way to breakfast in Auto- 
motive HS, which is between 
North 12th and Lorimer streets. 
The mugger grabbed the cash 
from the victim’s pocket and 
fled — but cops arrested the sus- 
pect and retook the dough. 

Bicycle thief 

A pedal-pushing perp broke 
into a Newel Street shed on 
April 3 and rode away on a 
high-end bicycle. 

The crook got into the un- 
locked shed between 2 am and 
1 1 am and stole a green Bianchi 
bicycle while the victim slept. 
The crook hiked away from the 
apartment, which is between 
Nassau and Norman avenues, 
on the European cycle, which is 
worth about $800. 

Apples a day 

Apple products are hot com- 
modities for Northside crooks 
again last week: 

• Thieves broke into an 
apartment on Herbert Street be- 
tween Humboldt and North 
See COPS on page 1 5 
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Shabbat Metzorah 

Fri., April 1 1 . before 7:13 pm 

Shabbat Hagadol 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY REBBE! 

RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON 

On Wednesday, the 1 1 th day of Nissan, corresponding to the 1 6th of April, people from all around the world 
will be celebrating the Lubavitcher Rebbe’s 1 06th birthday. 

| There are many ways to measure his leadership: If by numbers, you could count the more than 3,600 
Chabad-Lubavitch institutions and centers established around the world. 

^ ■ If by tradition, you could speak of the ever increasing return of Jews, from all walks of life, to the observance 

of Torah and traditions of their forefathers. 

If by spirituality, you could point to his recognition as the foremost Jewish spiritual leader in the world today 
and to his responsibility for the spiritual reawakening of Jews and non-Jews around the world. 

If by service, you could wend through the unending listing of educational, charitable, religious, and social 
programs inaugurated around the world. 

~ 

If by scholarship, you could study the more than 200 volumes of his published works. 

But today, the measure of the leadership of the Rebbe is the outpouring of love, of gratitude, of congratulations from millions of followers, 
admirers and beneficiaries throughout the world. 

Mazal tov, Rebbe 

CHABAD OF BROWNSTONE BROOKLYN 

WISHES YOU A 

HAPPY & HEALTHY PASSOVER 


Hand-baked Shmurah Matzah 
for Brownstone Brooklyn Residents 

~ Compliments of Chabad Lubavitch ~ 

For information on how to reeeive your complimentary hand-made Shmurah Matzah, 
log onto www.chabadbrownstonebrooklyn.com orwww.heightschabad.com 
email: bbchabad@gmail.com 


No Place for Seder? 

No worry! 

Join us at any of the communal seders listed below 
for a beautiful and meaningful evening exploring the 
eternal message of Haggada. Enjoy our handmade 
Shmurah Matzah, fine imported wines, and 
delicious gourmet Passover meal. 


Chabad of Park Slope 

Rabbi Shimon Hecht 
70 Prospect Park West 
(718) 965-9836 

Chabad of Brooklyn Heights 

Rabbi Aaron Raskin 
1 1 7 Remsen St. 

(718) 596-4840 ext 11 


Chabad of Downtown Colleges 

Rabbi Simcha Weinstein 
(718) 596-4840 ext 15 
Pratt Institue - Office of Campus Minstry 
200 Willoughby Ave. 

Chabad of Windsor Terrace 

Rabbi Moshe Hecht 
1 266 Prospect Ave. 

(718) 938-1435 


Chabad of Prospect Heights 

Rabbi Mendy Hecht 
569 Vanderbilt Ave. 

(347) 622-3599 

Chabad of Clinton Hill 

Rabbi Zali Abramowitz 
341 B Grand Ave. 

(718) 974-9472 
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OUR OPINION 


Cut Ratner off 


O ne of the details that Atlantic Yards 
supporters tend to ignore when 
ticking off the alleged public ben- 
efits of Bruce Ratner ’s mega-develop- 
ment is that New York taxpayers are 
generously underwriting — and, in 
some cases, outright paying for — them. 

• New infrastructure to accommodate 
Ratner’s proposed 6,800 units? No prob- 

• Direct cash grants to get the project 
going? Fifty-eight million of the prom- 
ised $200 million have already been 
handed over. 

• Property tax exemptions and afford- 
able housing subsidies? On the way. 

•Development rights that were ap- 
praised at $214 million? Sold to Ratner 
for $100 million! 

• A publicly financed arena? First it was 
going to cost us $435 million to build — 


now it’ll take $950 million of our money. 

• A $ 1 -a-year lease on that arena when 
it’s done? That’ll save Ratner millions 
more — plus, he gets to keep every dime 
of the $400-miUion deal with Barclays to 
emblazon the bank’s name on an arena 
that is owned (at least on paper!) by the 
people of New York. 

All together, the financial assistance to 
Ratner is anywhere from $1 billion, ac- 
cording to City Councilman David 
Yassky, or more than $2 billion, accord- 
ing to the Atlantic Yards opposition 
group, Develop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn. 

And now Ratner wants more. 

In a conference call with industry an- 
alysts last week, Charles Ratner, presi- 
dent and CEO of Forest City Enterpris- 
es, the parent company of his cousin 
Bruce’s Forest City Ratner Companies, 
proudly reported that his company had 
gotten “various governmental agencies 


in New York to increase their commit- 
ments to Atlantic Yards.” 

Then he added four words: “We still 

More? More for what, exactly? New 
York taxpayers have already been far too 
generous in propping up this 16-sky- 
scraper white elephant. 

And just as the economy starts to dip, 
Brace Ratner and cousin Chuck — who are 
always hailed by our elected enablers as 
risk-taking visionaries — come to us asking 
for more money to underwrite their ideas. 

It must stop. At this point, only a few 
members of the City Council, most no- 
tably Yassky (D-Brooklyn Heights) and 
Letitia James (D-Fort Greene), are ques- 
tioning what their colleagues obviously 
believe is a done deal. 

But this deal is not done because Rat- 
ner keeps trying to change it. Let’s not let 
him get away with it. 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


M'T J>iSW% 





LETTERS 


Readers: What are kids doing in bars, anyway? 


To the editor. 

Your story about parents who insist that 
local bars allow them to bring their young 
children and strollers into these establish- 
ments was disturbing to say the least 
(“South Slope stroller spot,” March 29). 

This demand is indicative of the “not- 
to-be-denied” attitude that permeates 
places like Park Slope. Parents routinely 
allow their toddlers to run around and 
make all the noise they want in restaurants 
as if they were in their own living rooms. 
Did it ever occur to them that other patrons 
find this offensive? Is a drinking establish- 
ment the best place for young children to 
be exposed to? 

If I frequented a bar, the last thing I 
would want to see is a bunch of small chil- 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters, The Brooklyn Paper, 
55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 
11201. 

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone 
number (only the writer's name and 
neighborhood are published with the let- 
ter). Letters may be edited and will not 
be returned. The earlier in the week you 
send your letter, the better. 


dren with their coddling parents in my 
midst. The bar owners should take a stand 
and side with their regular patrons against 
this invasive behavior. 

Earl Cantos, Park Slope 

Dog soldier 

To the editor, 

I have worked at an animal shelter, and 
I know both how hard and how rewarding 
it can be (“Better off dead? Ban on Slope 
group could mean death for pound dogs,” 
March 15). 

Nothing feels better than watching an 
animal go to a loving new home. Unfortu- 
nately, for every good experience there 
will be a dozen bad ones. 

Animals come in abused, sick, aggres- 
sive, and neglected, some so unhealthy or 
ill tempered that they have to be eutha- 
nized. A pet you thought was going home 
forever may be returned to the shelter by 
an irresponsible owner. 

There are people who try to take advan- 
tage of the shelters, sometimes financially. 
People who do not meet pre-screening re- 
quirements will argue and cause a scene in 
the middle of the shelter. There are many 
who will treat you badly because you want 
to treat animals well. But seeing how 
someone treats an animal is the best way to 


gauge who they are as a person. 

Animal rescue is a hard situation, and, 
yes, sometimes you have to be tough and 
firm with people. The city needs more res- 
cues and shelters, and more people who 
care as much as Laurie Bleier obviously 
does. It certainly doesn’t need to put hun- 
dreds of animals on death row because a 
few people didn’t like the answer they got. 

Liza Eckert, DUMBO 

Re-trayed 

To the editor, 

I was dismayed to read your front-page 
article comparing pressed-sugar-cane trays 
with Styrofoam trays (“Field test: It’s a tale 
of two trays,” March 29). Rather than at- 
tempting an unbiased analysis of the costs 
and benefits of the two food trays, you 
chose to toss objectivity and any pretense 


of scientific method out the window and 
instead play it for laughs — or so I have to 
assume after reading of your fundamental- 
ly flawed “battery of experiments.” 

Rather than testing the trays with a nor- 
mal student lunch in a school cafeteria (in 
the manner they are intended to be used), 
you instead had a local restaurateur pile an 
obscene amount of food on them, smother- 
ing each tray with a mass of carbohydrates 
that (as your own photo proves) would be 
more than enough to feed several children. 

The article almost audibly snickers as 
the grossly overloaded tray becomes flim- 
sy “after a few minutes,” but then immedi- 
ately moves on to even grosser distortions. 
You didn’t include actual numbers, but I’ll 
do you the favor: a Styrofoam tray fives in 
our landfills for at least 10,000 years, 
steadily adding to the dump’s toxic leakage 
until it finally decomposes. Ten thousand 
years. The cane tray 
safely biodegrades 
after 45 days. 

But hey, why 
bother doing a real 
comparison when 
your apparent goal 
to simply laugh at 
the idea (and by ex- 
tension dismiss the 
forward-thinking ef- 


forts of a school)? While you amuse your- 
self in this manner, the rest of us will con- 
tinue to seek alternatives to plastic waste 
and toxins that are poisoning us, our chil- 
dren, and our planet. 

Chris Wallace, Carroll Cardens 
Editor's note: Our "field test" was just that — an 
experiment to see how each tray held up under ex- 
treme conditions. The accompanying article report- 
ed all of the statistics and information that the let- 

Across the park 

To the editor, 

Thanks for the nice coverage of 
Prospect Lefferts Gardens (“Prospect Lef- 
ferts Gardens gets big,” April 5)! If you’re 
in the neighborhood again, try dinner at 
Cafe Enduro on Lincoln Road. It’s very 
warm and homey, and the food and drinks 
are pretty good as well. 

Judy Jones, Prospect Lefferts Gardens 

R.I.R Bertha 

To the editor, 

Thanks to The Brooklyn Paper for 
prominent mention of the passing of Bertha, 
the tiger shark from the New York Aquari- 
um (“Circle of Life (Death),” April 5). 

Bertha’s death follows on the heels of 
the death of four of these amazing crea- 


tures at the new Atlanta Aquarium. These 
sharks swim across tremendous ranges 
each day and putting them in captivity is 
like putting an eagle in a parakeet cage. 

I hope the Aquarium will forego any at- 
tempt to place more sharks in their pro- 
posed expansion. 

Wayne Johnson, Brooklyn Heights 

Power to the people 

To the editor, 

I read your article on the rejection of 
that power plant in Williamsburg (“Park 
without plants,” April 5) and was upset. 
Once again a neighborhood cheers a pow- 
er plant’s denial. But I wonder: will these 
same people be cheering when the city 
calls for reducing power consumption 
when the temps rise this summer or when 
Con Ed reduces voltage? I think not. 

Look, I am no great lover of Con Ed, but 
give them a break. Every time they try to 
build a power plant, they are fought. Con 
Ed should tell the Gloomberg administra- 
tion that they cannot hook up any new pow- 
er sources for any of the ridiculous building 
boom (disaster) going on throughout the 
five boroughs, and that these greedy, mega- 
developers, who always get their way, sup- 
ply the power source for their own projects. 

Richie Hecht, Bay Ridge 


CORRECTION 


Our front-page article about 
ground-floor retail construction 
on Fourth Avenue in Park 
Slope (“Going Fourth,” April 
5) incorrectly identified the ten- 
ant in the ground floor of Shaya 
Boymelgreen’s Novo building 


at Fifth Street. It will not be an 
ambulance parking garage, but 
an ambulatory, or outpatient, 
clinic treating cancer, neurolo- 
gy and rheumatology patients. 

The Brooklyn Paper regrets 
the error. 



You love them. We'll cover them. 


You don't have to make a lot of money to 
get health insurance. If your family of four 
earns $33,036 a year, you and your kids 
may be able to get low-cost or free health 
care coverage. Even if your income is as 
high as $51,636 a year, your children may 
be eligible. 

Child Health Plus, Medicaid and Family 
Health Plus cover doctor visits, medicine, 
emergencies and more. 

Child Health Plus | Medicaid 

For free or low-cost health care 
coverage , call: 

1 - 800 - 698-4543 

NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
www.nyhealth.gov 
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Knish upon a star 

Just in time for Passover , Park Slopers guide to Jewish food 



By Adam Rathe 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Y iddish food is the Rodney Dangerfield 
of cuisine,” said cookbook author and 
famed foodie Arthur Schwartz. “It does- 
n’t get any respect.” 

With the release of his newest book, “Arthur 
Schwartz’s Jewish Home Cooking,” the Ma- 
rine Park native and Park Slope resident is 
hoping to change all that. A collection of 
recipes ranging from chocolate babka to “Chi- 
nese roast meat on garlic bread with duck 
sauce,” Schwartz’s book revisits the history of 
Yiddish dishes and updates them for today’s 
palate. 

Some of the recipes are suitable for Pass- 
over, which begins Saturday night, April 19, 
while others are for the rest of year. 

“I love this food. It’s the food of my her- 
itage, and the food I grew up eating,” 
Schwartz, 61, told GO Brooklyn. “It’s a very 
important cuisine. Millions of people were 
raised on it, and it’s very good. Jews somehow 
don’t give it the due it should get. I don’t think 
people realize that we’ve come full circle — 
there are ingredients and an attitude that are 
more contemporary now.” 

From vegetarian takes on classics like 
chopped liver and gravy to lightened versions 
of traditionally heavy dishes, Schwartz has 
culled some of the favorites from the kitchens 
of delis and grandmothers alike. 

“I took old recipes, and I tried to make them 
taste more contemporary. For instance, my 
grandma made great potato kugel [pudding], 
but I make that recipe now, and it’s way too 
heavy,” said Schwartz. “I always think that 
most secular Jews make this food only for hol- 
idays, and when it’s all starches and a pickle is 
your vegetable, of course it’s heavy! 

“When you make the kugel that I devised 
for this book, with a piece of grilled meat and 
vegetables, it’s a contemporary meal with a 
Yiddish point of view.” 

Sometimes, though, even the most accom- 
plished cook gets too tired to make anything 
but reservations. But Schwartz can rustle up 


traditional Jewish food without leaving the 
borough. 

“Part of my research was to eat around, buy 
food and see what people were eating,” said 


Schwartz. “I can go to four or five different 
kosher shopping communities in Brooklyn. We 
do have some excellent food stores — the best 
in the world for kosher food.” 


HAVE YOUR CAKE 

This Passover, try a tasty dish from Arthur 
Schwartz's "Jewish Home Cooking: Yiddish Recipes 
Revisited." The Park Slope foodie has packed his 
new cookbook with dozens of tempting dishes. Try 
this one for "Passover Apple Cake, " which makes 
one 8-inch square cake. 


TOPPING 

1 /2-cup coarsely 
chopped walnuts 
or pecans 
3/4-cup sugar 
1 tablespoon 
ground cinnamon 
or a combination 
of ground cinna- 
mon, nutmeg, 
mace and ginger 


CAKE 

3 eggs 

3/4-cup sugar 
1/3-cup vegetable oil 
3/4-cup matzoh cake meal 
5 medium apples, peeled, 
cored, halved and cut into 
1 /4-inch-thick slices (about 
5 cups), preferably Golden 
Delicious, Crispin (Mutzu), 
or other apples that keep 
their shape when cooked 
1 /3-cup raisins (optional) 


"Position an oven rack in the cen- 
ter of the oven. Preheat the oven to 
350 degrees Fahrenheit. Lightly oil an 
8-inch square glass-baking dish. 

To prepare the topping, mix to- 
gether the walnuts, sugar and cinna- 
mon in a small bowl; set aside. 

To prepare the cake batter, in a 
bowl, with a hand-held electric mixer, 
beat the eggs on medium speed until 
well mixed. Beat in the sugar, about 2 
tablespoons at a time, until the mix- 
ture is thick and foamy. Beat in the oil, 
adding it in a steady stream. Scrape 
down the bowl with a rubber spatula. 
With the spatula, stir in the matzo 
cake meal, blending well. 

Pour half of the batter mixture into 
the prepared pan. Sprinkle about half 
the topping mixture evenly over the 
batter. Top with half the apples and 
all the raisins. Scrape the remaining 


half of the batter over the apples, 
spreading it out to cover the apples. 
Arrange the remaining apples on top 
of the batter. Sprinkle evenly with the 
remaining topping mixture. 

Bake for 1 hour and 1 5 minutes, or 
until the sides of the cake pull away 
very slightly from the baking dish and 
the topping has begun to caramelize. 
(A cake tester is not reliable. It will not 
come out dean due to the moist rich- 
ness of this cake.) Let sit in the baking 
dish for several hours until complete- 
ly cool before cutting into serving 
portions. This cake is yet another Yid- 
dish food that improves with age. 
Keep the cake in its dish, covered 
tightly with plastic, and the next day 
the topping will have become a 
moist, candy like coating." 

— from "Arthur Schwartz’s Jewish Home 

Cooking: Yiddish Recipes Revisited." 



Unleavened fun: Author Arthur Schwartz fries up a 
stack of matzoh meal latkes from a recipe found in 
his new book, "Jewish Home Cooking." 


Whether it’s cabbage strudel at Crown 
Restaurant [4909 13th Ave. at 49th Street in 
Borough Park], kosher Italian food at Cafe 
Napoli [1636 Coney Island Ave. at Avenue M 
in Midwood] or pastries from Mansoura’s Ori- 
ental Pastry [515 Kings Hwy. at East Third 
Street in Gravesend], Brooklyn offers plenty of 
foodstuffs for the diner with a taste for Jewish 
food — and it might be the only part of town 
that does. 

When he lived in Manhattan, Schwartz said 
his friends would rib him about his devotion to 
eating in Brooklyn 

“I lived in Manhattan, but I always felt like 
a defector. When I would come back to Brook- 
lyn, which I always did, all my friends in Man- 
hattan would say, ‘Arthur’s going to the Holy 
Land!’ It was worth the teasing, though, to 
stock up on the food that was becoming impos- 
sible to get anywhere else. We have maybe the 
best, and certainly the last, Jewish bakeries in 
the city in Brooklyn,” lamented Schwartz. 

His book has a whole chapter of Passover- 
friendly recipes to make at home, ranging 
from traditional “matzoh brie,” fried matzoh, 
to sweet cottage cheese “chremslach” (pan- 
cakes), Passover apple cake [see recipe at left] 
and a dessert of wine-poached pears. 

“You can eat an awful lot of good things on 
Passover, you just can’t eat bread,” said 
Schwartz, who admitted a special weakness 
for matzoh brie. “There are a lot of recipes to 
be used [since] it’s very difficult to eat out 
over Passover. I always go for the egg salad 
on Passover or I have chopped eggs and 
onions. I also love matzoh meal pancakes — 
it’s something I make all year now.” 

In addition to recipes, Schwartz’s book of- 
fers a peek at the dining establishments and 
traditions that have disappeared since the glo- 
ry days of Yiddish dining in New York. 

“I remember the Catskills and the borscht 
belt and a lot of the old dairy restaurants,” said 
Schwartz. “I came in at the end of that era, but 
there were still plenty of them around, even 
into the 1970s. There is a whole generation — 
if I had children, they would be my children 
— who are interested in this, but don’t really 
know anything about it and would like to 
leam. The book is for them. It’s also for peo- 
ple my age and older who have great nostalgia 
for it” 
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Those suffering from dull complexions, aching mus- 
cles and tattered toenails should stop and make an ap- 
pointment — now. It’s Spa Week again, and 11 Brook- 
lyn pampering emporiums are offering several services 
for the rock-bottom price of 50 bucks, from April 14 
through April 20. 

Among the partici- 
pating spas are Magnolia 
Beauty Spa in Williams- 
burg, which is offering 
an hour-long, mouth-wa- 
tering blueberry scrub 
with body massage; 
Bruno Salon and Spa in 
Bay Ridge, promising to 
rid unwanted hair from 
underarms, chin or side- 
bums with laser hair re- 
moval; and Park Slope’s Element Beauty Lounge, 
with an hour-long, green tea hot creme manicure and 
pedicure. 

Most of the spas are offering full-length services at 
the cut-rate price in order to entice first-time customers 
to give pampering a try. 

“We don’t want the public to be intimidated by 
luxury,” said Bruno Grillo, proprietor of Bruno Salon 
and Spa. “Our message is that you don’t have to be a 
millionaire to come in and get a treatment.” 

Participating spas are taking reservations now. For a 
complete list, visit www.spaweek.org. — Lisa J. Curtis 



Eye ‘Candy’ 

For Jennifer Dziura, stand-up comedy is no joke. 
After three years of running “Monday Night 
Stand-Up,” a live comedy show at Pete’s Candy 
Store in Williamsburg, she’s reaching even more 
neighborhoods through television. Now, every Tues- 
day at midnight the show 
will air on BCAT. 

“I also like to bring comedy 
to people with no arms and 
legs,” said Dziura. “People 
who can’t make it to Pete’s.” 

Each 28-minute episode is 
filmed five at Pete’s Candy 
Store and then edited for con- 
tent and continuity, which 
means there is a months-long 
lag between the shows and the 
broadcast However, Dziura (pictured) said it’s worth it 
“I tour nationally as a comedian and do play regular 
comedy clubs,” said Dziura, “but if I am in the Chuckle 
Hut or the Laff Palace in the Midwest, I can’t do the ma- 
terial I want to do; I have to do what will make those 
people laugh. But when I am in Williamsburg, I can ex- 
pect that people will be in the same [mindset] as me.” 
"Monday Night Stand-Up" is held at 7 pm on Mon- 
days at Pete's Candy Store (709 Lorimer St. at Skillman 
Avenue in Williamsburg). The televised version airs at 
midnight on Tuesdays on BCAT, Channel 56. For in- 
formation, visit www.petescandystore.com. 

— Adam Rathe 



EXHIBIT 


Doll house 

In a small Prospect Heights community center, 31 
artists have come together to create a new neighbor- 
hood — populated entirely by handmade dolls. 

“Doll Neighborhood” is comprised of more than 40 
dolls made from clay, leather, old socks and scraps of 
fabric. There is even a 
video component of the 
show featuring the fig- 
ures interacting. The 
dolls, according to cu- 
rator Elbe Balk, act as 
the “uninhibited child’s 
voices coming from 
adult artists.” 

Balk, a Clinton Hill 
resident, pulled together 
artisans with varied ex- 
perience, “from people who have been quilters to a 
photographer who has never sewn in her life,” she told 
GO Brooklyn. The idea behind the project is the “spirit 
of collaboration,” said Balk. 

Her co-curator, Kristin Brenneman Eno, said the 
project, “opened us up for the dolls to say things we 
would never say.” 

"Doll Neighborhood" continues through April 18 at 
the Renate Albertsen-Marton Space/Village @ Gureje 
(886 Pacific St. between Washington and Underhill av- 
enues in Prospect Heights). For information, call (718) 
857-2522 or visit www.dollneighborhood.org. 

— Linnea Covington 



MYSTERY-FREE meal 


How our meat is raised, naturally, makes all the difference. 

In fact, all the meat we serve in New York - beef, chicken and pork - 
is free of antibiotics and added growth hormones, fed a vegetarian diet 
and raised humanely. We think that meat raised naturally is better. 

Serving naturally raised meat is another step in our 
ongoing Food With Integrity journey - bringing you 
the best ingredients from the best sources. 

NO ADDED HORMONES OR ANTIBIOTICS IN NEW YORK 


Chipoilz 




MEXICAN GRILL 


BRDDKLYN HEIGHTS 
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of the Year 




FREE Best-Selling 
Author Series 

@ Kingsborough Community College 


jazz talk: 

hoofin’ it: 
jazz and tap 


thursday, april 17, 

Dancers Harold “Stumpy” 
Cromer, Jared Grimes 
and Stephanie Larriere 

share the secrets to their 
syncopated steps with 
moderator Dr. Lewis 
Porter. Tour the history of 
tap through rare film clips 
and, at the end of the 
evening, lace up your tap 
shoes for our high-flyin’, 
high-steppin’ tap jam. 

Irene Diamond 
Education Center 

Frederick P. Rose Hall 
Home of Jazz 
at Lincoln Center, 

Broadway at 60th Street 


7:00-8:30pm 


GET TICKETS 
WHILE THEY LAST! 
ONLY $10 

www.jalc.org 

212-721-6500 

Box Office 

Broadway at 60th St. 
(ground floor) 
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm 
Sunday 12pm-6pm 


j«ZZ 


PRIME RETAIL 


Call Caroline Pardo or Louise Ehrmann 718_222_2500 

Two Trees Management LLC www.dumbo-newyork.com 

$45psf 

6 , 600 sf < Divisible ) 

81 Front Street 


2007 Pulitzer Prize-winner author 

Debby 

Applegate 

Wed., April 16 at 7pm 


The Most Famous Man in 
America: Henry Ward Beecher 


A study of what happens 
when religion, passion, and 
politics converge. 


RESERVATIONS REQUIRED: 718 - 368-5051 
Limit 2 FREE tickets per person 

KINGSBOROUGH COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

2001 Oriental Boulevard (Manhattan Beach, Brooklyn) 

10 minutes from Belt Parkway / Free parking on campus 


WHERE TO 00 


SATURDAY 

April 12 


EDITORS' PICKS 


SUNDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 


April 13 


April 16 


April 17 


SATURDAY 

April 19 



Book it 


Today, "Brooklyn Follies" 
author and Park Slope 
Grand Poobah Paul 
Auster will grace the 
Brooklyn Public Library's 
"Brooklyn Writers for 
Brooklyn Readers" 
series, read from "Tra- 
vels in the Scriptorium," 
and answer questions 
about his career in film 
and literature. 

2 pm at the Brooklyn Public 
Library's Central branch on 
Grand Army Plaza. Free. 

For information, call (718) 
230-2100 or visit 
www.brooklynpublidibrary.org. 


Art mart 

Sick of looking at bare 
walls? The solution may 
be hanging at the Brook- 
lyn Academy of Music, 
which is hosting the clos- 
ing reception for its 
BAMart auction with 
photographer Annie Lei- 
bovitz (pictured) as guest 
of honor. Pick up wallet- 
friendly pieces from the 
likes of Cindy Sherman 
and Jasper Johns. 

3 pm at the Brooklyn Aca- 
demy of Music (30 Lafayette 
Ave. at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene). Free. For informa- 
tion, call (718) 636-4100 or 
visit www.bam.org. 




Fundraiser 


If you think movies are 
expensive now, check 
out the $1 5-per-ticket 
screening of Oscar-win- 
ning documentary short 
"Freeheld," directed by 
Park Sloper Cynthia 
Wade (pictured), to- 
night at the Pavilion 
movie theater. All the 
dough is going to a 
good cause — the PTA 
at PS 107. 

7 pm at The Pavilion (188 
Prospect Park West at 1 4th 
Street in Park Slope). $15. 
For information, visit 
www.ps107.org. 


O solo mio 

On tour supporting his 
first solo record, Colin 
Meloy, the frontman for 
indie sensation The 
Decemberists, will sing 
for two nights at the 
Music Hall of Williams- 
burg. Expect new 
songs, Decemberists 
hits and covers of 





Lotsa matzoh 


Whether you're reli- 
gious or just carb con- 
scious, Passover — the 
eight-day Jewish cele- 

tonight — means no 
leavened bread. Cele- 
brate the first night with 
a traditional Seder like 
those at the Chabad of 
Downtown Colleges, 
hosted by Rabbi Simcha 
Weinstein (pictured), 
the Chabad of Park 
Slope, and the Chabad 
of Brooklyn Heights. 

See page 1 1 for a listing 
of Seders. 
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‘Walworth' your time 

Cross-dressing aside , plays U.S. premiere wont be a drag 


mg and makes his sons play a farce. He 
dresses them up as characters in the 
play he wrote. The one son is actually 
the much more masculine, alpha male 
son, and the actor, who is very hand- 
some and muscular, plays about four 
women. To see this sort of man morph 
into a little old lady or a sexy temptress 
is a very funny thing. We’re seeing this 
very strange depiction of women on 
stage through the eyes of this wild 
Irishman. 



Family affair: "The Walworth Farce," written by Enda Walsh (far right), 
features actors Denis Conway and Garrett Lombard. The play makes its 
U.S. premiere on April 15 in DUMBO. 


it seemed like a good construct to hang 


By Adam Rathe 

The Brooklyn Paper 

W hen GO Brooklyn reached play- 
wright Enda Walsh, he was at 
home in London and had just 
finished watching an episode of “Curb 
Your Enthusiasm.” The 41-year-old 
Irishman is the author of “TTie Wal- 
worth Farce,” which will make its U.S. 
debut at St. Ann’s Warehouse in DUM- 
BO on April 15, but despite being a se- 
rious playwright, he was still floored by 
Larry David’s antics. 

“It’s so good,” he said. “That’s per- 
fect farce.” 

Commissioned by the Druid Theatre 
Company of Galway, his play pre- 
miered at the Druid Festival in 2006, 
and recently won the “Fringe First” 
award at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival. 
With its stateside premiere on the hori- 
zon, GO Brooklyn spoke to Walsh 
about the show, visiting Brooklyn, and 
whether folks in the U.K. really do eat 
fried Twinkies. 

GO Brooklyn: Where did the idea 
for The Walworth Farce' originate? 
Enda Walsh: For this particular show, 
its beginnings are in Irish immigrant 
plays. As much as I dislike Irish immi- 
grant plays — because a lot of them are 
dull and romantic — I really wanted to 
tackle one. Inherent in every Irish per- 
son is a connection with the immigrant, 
and you’re just aware of it. I spent my 
college years working in bars in Lon- 
don and meeting these Irish guys who 
went over there in the 1970s and built 
houses but never actually got home, so 
they romanticized about home and 
spent a lot of time in pubs. It’s always 
something I’ve carried around with me. 

The construction of a farce came 
about by accident, but I pursued it and 


things off of and would keep an audi- 
ence alert and excited. 

GO: 'The Walworth Farce,' like your 
earlier works, focuses on a family. Is 
the play at all autobiographical? 

EW: I don’t think so, but I’m very inter- 
ested in what it means to be a father or a 


brother in a family. You’re brought up 
within a family, but the more you live 
away from one another, the less of a 
connection you have. You think you 
know your family, but do you? At the 
heart of it, this play is about a father try- 
ing to keep the family together in an ex- 
traordinary, funny, ludicrous, cmel way. 
I think any man will recognize the real 



need to keep his sons or daughters safe. 

My relationship with my father, 
knowing that he was always trying to 
do the best thing for us. . .from a son’s 
point of view, you 
look at it and say 
‘I don’t think you 
did that right,’ but 
in retrospect, you 
know he did a 
fine job. It’s that 
sort of conversa- 

with the audience; 
it’s theatrical but 
the 

GO: One of the characters performs 
in drag. How does that go over with 
his family? 

EW: Garrett Lombard is in drag — his 
character is one of the sons. The play is 
about a father who gets up every mom- 


GO: The show's U.S. premiere is in 
Brooklyn. Is that something you're 
looking forward to? Where else will 
it be showing? 

EW: I’ve got mates who live in Brook- 
lyn Heights, so I was there a couple 
years ago and know the neighborhood. 
It’s extraordinary and has such color 
and dynamism to it, as opposed to 
Manhattan. Brooklyn feels more like 
London. This is the only engagement, 
and we’ll see how it goes — you put it 
out there and hope for the best. It 
would be a sweet thing to bring it other 
places, but it’s a tricky thing for a for- 
eign playwright to get work into Amer- 
ica. I’m just delighted that someone 
saw it and liked it. My contemporaries 
over here talk about New York theater 
and that St. Ann’s is really embracing 
European theater. It’s a real honor to be 
showing there. 

GO: We've got a local delicacy — 
fried candy bars or Twinkies — at the 
British-themed Chip Shop in Brook- 
lyn Heights, Park 
Slope and Bay 
Ridge. Will you 
be eating any to 
remind you of 
home? 

EW: They do that 
Scotland, but 
much in 
Ireland. I saw a 
deep-fried Snick- 
in Scot- 
land, but I think 
in Scotland they 
batter everything. I went to a Scottish 
buffet, and it was the most beige thing 
I’ve ever seen in my life, it was just a 
table of battered goods. A Twinkie? 
My God, that sounds dangerous — 
and perverted. 


THEATER 


way's production of "The Walworth 
Farce" by Enda Walsh will be staged 
April 15 through May 4 at St. Ann's 
Warehouse (38 Water St. between 
Dock and Main streets in DUMBO). 
Tickets are $37.50. For more infor- 
mation, call (718) 254-8779 or visit 
www.stannswarehouse.org. 


Catching 
the ‘Flea’ 

Hundreds of shoppers flocked to the April 6 grand 
opening of the Brooklyn Flea — a 200-vendor gathering 
in the yard at Bishop Loughlin HS on Lafayette Avenue. 
Whether they were there to buy clothes, eat waffles or 
gawk at the spectacle , Brooklynites were out in force. 

GO Brooklyn was there and caught up with shoppers 
to see what the Flea offered to scratch each shopper’s 

The Brooklyn Flea is held Sundays from 10 am to 5 pm 
on Lafayette Avenue, between Clermont and Vanderbilt 
avenues in Fort Greene. — Adam Rathe 



Shawn Taylor, 

27, Clinton Hill 
Favorite find: "A 
[vintage] Marc Jacobs 


Justin Jarboe, 

25, Fort Greene 
Favorite find: "Vintage 
seltzer bottles . " 


Ruth Malachi, 

42, Park Slope 
Favorite find: "Great 
deals on pocketbooks 
and jewelry." 


Annette Gallo, 

32, Fort Greene 
Favorite find: "I loved 
the antiques and the lo- 
cal artwork. " 


Joe Piccirillo, 

31, Williamsburg 
Favorite find: "The old 
mirrors salvaged from 
houses. " 


CUiU'r. # 

^Global Soul Restaurant 


That cozy cafe around the way 


Z&inner • (Zatirinff 

Open Tues. - Fri. 1 0am - 1 0pm 
Sat. & Sun. 9am - 1 1 pm 
236 Underhill Ave. (Prospect Heights) 

(1 block From the Brooklyn Botanical Gardens & Brooklyn Museum) 

347-529-2855 • CherylsGlobalSoul.com 


AUTHENTIC DOMINICAN CUISINE 

“Coma Como en su Casa ” 

(eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 



4408 5th Ave. ( bet. 44, h & 4 5Ul sts.) (718) 438-2009 
Open 7 days, 6am-midnight * rTl“C© 


^ Oven: the right ideal 
of combining a wine bar 
Sc designer pizza place; 
a good move in 
^Brooklyn Heights ^ 

— Tina Barry, The Brooklyn Paper 

60 Henry Street i 

■ (at Cranberry Street) 


718.237.8720 
www.ovennewyork.com 

dinner Tuesday throucfcatu rday: dinner on Sunday 


* rd< 


READ GO ONLINE 
EVERY WEEK AT 

www. BrooklynPaper. com 



Red White & Rubbl 


211 Fifth Avenue (between Union & President) 

Park Slope (718) 636-9463 www.redwhiteandbubbly.com 

Open Mon-Sat: lOam-lOpm, Sun: 12pm-8pm CI3HIC® 


APRIL RECOMMENDATIONS 


(0/ 



Great wines under $10 


Rocca dei Bottari, Trebbiano d’Abruzzo 


Seafood on the menu? Here's your wine, a FTWT1 
delicious, easy drinking white that is perfect BxImJ 
for an after-work sip, this soft, dry charmer is just deli- 
cious! Shellfish, white-fleshed fish... almost anything 
that comes from the sea (a mermaid's kiss?) is better 
with a glass of Trebbiano! 




Hob Nob Chardonnay 

|j.WL | Everything that we love about a good 
“““ Chardonnay, except the high price! Grown in 
the sunny Pays d'Oc, the land of the minstrels and of 
courtly love, this wine delivers flavors of honey, toasty 
almonds, lemons, grapefruit and vanilla. Enchanting! 


Lorca Monastrell 

Mountain vineyards, planted by the Romans! FKWT] 
Here's a dark, ruby red wine to go with richer 
dishes. Plenty of flavors of black cherry and plum, with 
heady, ripe aromas; a full-flavored wine that is big with- 
out being heavy. 




Esser Merlot 

HX'lrl T bis is w ^ y Mer ' ot became so popular! Swirl 

Ellirl anc | sn j^. aromas 0 f r |p e f m jj. aromas w jth 

lots cherry and black plum. Rich flavors of mocha, 
blackberry, baked berries, mocha and licorice with a 
finish that tastes like good Chinese black tea. So much 
flavor here for the money! 

Buy the 4-pack and save 10% 



Discover these 
fabulous wines 



Villa Monte ‘Vibiano’ 
Bianco, Umbria 

Chardonne 

Blanc! For years, "wine 
experts" praised Italy's red wines 
and overlooked her whites. This wine 
has an intriguing nose of tropical 
fruit, incense, white flowers and 
caramel. Rich and smooth as velvet 
on the palate. An outstanding exam- 
ple of what the new generation of 
wine makers is doing in Umbria, and 
is not to be missed! 


Le Mas des Flauzieres Me 
Filon’ Vacqueyras 

r 1 V4M-J 100 years of family tra- 

tii -ar J dition _ This 50 . 50 

blend of Grenache and Syrah from 
the south of France shows both 
structure and layers of ripe fruit. On 
the nose, roasted coffee beans, 
cocoa, licorice, plums and wet slate. 
On the palate, well balanced, con- 
centrated and fleshy with a velvety 
mouth-feel, a rich, smooth, long 
lasting finish. This full flavored red 
is just right with roasted or grilled meats, mushroom dishes, 
stews, beans (Ahhh... Cassoulet!) and ripe cheeses. 

Buy the 2-Pack and Save 10% 



PASSOVER 

SELECTIONS 

Break Free from the Manischewitz! 
These are not your 
grandma’s kosher wines... 

We stock excellent wines all year long that just 
happen to be Kosher, all hand selected by our 
sommalier, Darrin Seigfried. 

Here’s a list of some of the great wines 
available for your Passover seder: 

LAN ZUR 

Cabernet Sauvignon 

TABOR 

Merlot & Cabernet Sauvignon 

BORGO REALE 

Moscato d'Asti, Montepulciano D'Abruzzo 
& Sangiovese Di Puglia 

DALTON 

Barbera Red, Fume Blanc, Shiraz & Merlot 

KINNERET 

Chardonnay, Cabernet Sauvignon & Merlot 
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An Exceptional meal. 



Pioneer of the fine restaurant movement in Brooklyn 



[ FREE I 

1 LITER SODA 

WITH EVERY LARGE PIE 

Eat in, or Free Delivery 



Enjoy our famous brick oven pizza 8c 
grilled pannini sandwiches. 

We cater all occasions. 

Come in with the family for a fun, quick 
and low-priced meal. 

Eat in or take out! 




OUTDOOR PATIO OPENS SOON! 



Located at 347 Court Street 

between Union & President 

(718)243-1000 

Open Mon-Sat for lunch & dinner 11 am -9 pm 

r 1 



Lutheran 

Rehabilitation Network 

wv.LutheranHealthCare.org 


Are you or someone you love struggling with changes because of a stroke? Has your life 
suffered because of these changes? Then, you should know about Lutheran Rehabilitation 
Network’s Specialized Stroke Therapy Program offering a wide range of innovative 
therapies to get patients back to life faster - even if the stroke happened years ago. Here’s 
why we get better results: 


• Highly skilled physical therapists, trained in the newest 
neurological treatments, working one-on-one 

• More sessions that last longer - resulting in quicker results 

• Three distinct levels of care for each phase of recovery 

• Four Brooklyn-based centers 

• Short and long-term rehabilitation that “re-trains” 
the brain - sometimes as much as six years later 


The Lutheran Rehabilitation Network. Innovative Care. Exceptional Results. 
To Reach a Lutheran Specialized Stroke Rehabilitation Specialist, 
call 7 1 8-630-RXRX (7979) 


Lutheran Rehabilitation Network 
Innovative Care. Exceptional Results. 
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‘Hotel’ check in 


Union Pool alums open sophisticated bar 



By Sarah McCormick 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


W ith its unconventional entrance — an 
unmarked door on a side street — 
and frosted front windows, you 
could easily pass by Hotel Delmano, the 
latest impossibly hip new bar to grace 
Williamsburg. Open since January, Del- 
mano (a collaboration of Zeb Stewart and 
Alyssa Abeyta — owners of Billyburg’s 
ever-popular Union Pool — and Michael 
Smart) adds a touch of class to the neigh- 
borhood’s nightlife. Barflies, as well as 
folks snatching up the million-dollar water- 
front condos, have embraced it. 

After opening Union Pool nearly eight 
years ago, Stewart, now 36, decided it was 
time to bring some finesse to Williamsburg. 
So he developed Hotel Delmano (“by hand” 
in Spanish), a classy, European-inspired 
joint with a tasty cocktail list and quiet, por- 
trait-lined rooms where privacy comes easy 
for a close conversation, or a casual gather- 
ing of friends. 

“It’s got a kind Old World social club 
feel,” Stewart told GO Brooklyn. “It trans- 
ports you to a different place. We want peo- 
ple to come out and talk about everything: 
life, sex, politics, war, 

One topic that has 
been on everyone’s 
lips is Hotel Del- 
mano ’s cocktail list. 

Created by Jeff 
Hansen, a former 
mixologist at the 
Pencil Factory in 
Greenpoint and Din- 
er in Williamsburg, 
the bar’s drinks run 
from $9 to $14 and 
include “The Corpse Reviver No. 2,” a mix 
of gin, Cointreau, Lillet, lemon juice and 
pastis; a “Hemingway Daiquiri,” a blend of 
rum, maraschino liqueur, lime and grape- 
fruit; and “The Commandant’s Cocktail,” a 
combination of pear cognac, Cointreau, 
lemon juice and green chartreuse. 

The bar also stocks each table with dried 
fruit and nuts, a welcome change from the 
junk food — or no food at all — that most 
local watering holes offer. 

Williamsburg resident Jennifer Krako 
told GO Brooklyn, “The bar has a pretty im- 


Romance on tap: Williamsburg's Hotel Delmano offers quiet corners and an im- 
pressive cocktail list by mixologist Jeff Hansen. 


pressive selection of wines and an obvious 
perk is the . . . free snacks.” 

So while the tiny spot is packed most 
nights, chilly weather has kept it from be- 
coming overrun like so many bars before it. 
Not for long, though. 


According to Stewart, once the weather 
warms, outside seating — as well as a menu 
of small plates — will be available. And to 
make good on the bar’s name, one day, the 
rooms upstairs will be for rent to weary — 
or perhaps just drunken — travelers. 


I 

I 

1 

1 

£ 



and we deliver! 

www.tempobrooklyn.com 


Art of the Sandwich! 

254 5th Ave. btwn Carroll & Garfield 
11am - 9pm, 7 days a week 
718.636.8899 

Catering Available 

$12 per person (7 person minimum) 

Choose from a variety of 
artisanal sandwiches, 
side salads and cookies. 

(sandwiches cut into quarters 
and served on platters) 




“This new French Bistro 
is already bustling 
thanks to a solid kitchen, 
warm decor, and 
welcoming seruice.” 
-ZAGAT 


Le Petit Marche 




The Little French Bistro in Brooklyn Heights 
46 Henry Street (near Cranberry St.) 

Brooklyn Heights - 718-858-9605 - www.BkBistro.com 

--- ^ 



Elite Comprehensive 
Medical Services 

offers quality healthcare 
for women in Brooklyn at a 
convenient location right 
in your neighborhood. 


•Board Certified Physicians 
•Weekends and late hours available. 
•Most major insurances accepted. 
•Same day appointments available. 
•Multi-lingual staff 

71 Carroll Street 

(Between Columbia and Hicks 

Street) 



Pap Smears -Birth Control • Prenatal Care -STD Testing 



Let us cater your party! 

Open 7 Days, Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Hours 7:00 am - Midnight 
Sat. & Sun. Brunch 1 0:00 am - 3:00 pm 
259 Flatbush Ave (bet. 6th & St. Mark’s Aves.) 

(718)484-4114 ■HiEBPlHl 
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By Adam Rathe 

The Brooklyn Paper 

T he stars were all visible “Under 
African Skies” on April 9, when 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music 
hosted a gala to honor Paul Simon, 
who performed a concert by the same 
name — part of a month-long series 
entitled “Love in Hard Times.” 

After a sold-out crowd watched Si- 
mon perform hits like “Graceland” 
and “Diamonds on the Soles of Her 
Shoes” with a rotating cast of famous 


friends including Ladysmith Black 
Mambazo, pregnant Brazilian singer 
Luciana Souza and David Byrne 

whose cover of “Call Me Al” was one 
of the night’s brightest moments — 
they shuffled across Fort Greene’s 
Ashland Place into a tent to mingle 
and munch an African-themed dinner. 

“We come all the way out to a 
strange borough to hear these songs,” 
gushed actor Wallace Shawn, who 
blushed when GO Brooklyn asked 
what memories Simon’s songs trig- 
gered for him. “I’m sure everyone’s an- 


swer is secret, isn’t it?’ asked the “Prin- 
cess Bride” star. “I wouldn’t tell you!” 

“Friends” star David Schwimmer 
was equally coy, flashing a mischie- 
vous grin before telling us that the 
first concert he ever saw was Simon 
and Garfunkel in Central Park. 

A bit less tightlipped was chef 
Mario Batali. 

“I would say that listening to ‘Me 
and Julio Down by the Schoolyard’ 
while I was getting ready to make out 
for the first time in my life would be 
one of my best Paul Simon memo- 


ries,” revealed Batali. “But there are 
thousands because his music has 
spanned so much time and his records 
are so good. The first time I ever heard 
‘Graceland,’ I’ll never forget that — 
look, I’ve got goosebumps!” 

GO Brooklyn checked. He wasn’t 
lying. 

If Batali got goosebumps just think- 
ing about the songs, what did Byrne — 
who had to perform alongside his leg- 
endary pal — do to prepare? 

‘T listened to the record, and we had 
rehearsals, and I sang it to myself over 


and over,” he said, inching away from 
us to go dig into the cod fritters that 
had arrived on the dinner tables. “Paul 
suggested the songs, and I was very 
flattered. I’ve been listening to Paul 
since I was a kid, so they’re kind of in 
here,” he said, pointing to his head. 

But while Byrne played shy, BAM 
Executive Producer Joe Melillo was 
happy to Simon’s praises. 

“David Byrne, when I talked to him 
tonight, told me in confidence that it 
was his goal tomorrow to get his audi- 
ence standing on its feet when he’s 


Under Brooklyn skies: (From far left to right) Actresses Parker Posey, Su- 
san Sarandon and Cynthia Nixon visited the Brooklyn Academy of Music 
on Wednesday night to see Paul Simon (near left) perform his "Under 
African Skies" concert. (Above) Actor David Schwimmer (left) and chef 
Mario Batali attended the gala dinner under a tent on Ashland Place. 


singing,” he said. Byrne had already 
gotten hoots and hollers for his vocals 
and adorably awkward dancing — 
would the audience offer a standing O 
before the run of “Under African 
Skies” ends on April 13? 

“I think he has the charisma to 
make it happen,” predicted Melillo. 

And as far as his own Simon 
memories go, Melillo recalled, 
“When I was in graduate school in 
Washington, D.C., and I had a lot of 
marijuana and a lot of wine, I was lis- 
tening to his music and I just went to 
another stratosphere.” 

Speaking of another stratosphere 
— and keeping in mind the stir that 
Byrne’s performance caused — we 
can only imagine what would happen 
if Parker Posey got on stage. Push- 
ing flowers from her table’s center- 
piece behind her ears, the “Superman 
Returns” star told us, “I remember 


being seven years old, in a litde white 
house in Louisiana, and singing ‘50 
Ways to Leave Your Lover,’ and just 

“How exactly does one do that?” 

“By myself in the yard. When that 
would come on the radio — that 
song, for whatever reason, I would 

And what about these days? Does 
Ms. Posey act out in our borough? 

“I say I come to Brooklyn more, 
because it makes me sound cool, but 
the last time I was here was a couple 
weeks ago to see a friend and eat at 
the Flatbush Farm. I love it here but 
don’t visit as much as I should.” 

And while Simon himself wasn’t 
feeling chatty, the singer was blowing 
kisses to the crowd as he and his wife, 
singer Edie Brickell. left the party, 
surrounded by their large brood. 


Memory lane 

BAMs gala, featuring Paul Simon , 
attracts nostalgic stars from TV, film 


9 DAYS. 


Continued from page 8 


Garfield PI. (71 8) 768-38 
BOOK SIGNING: P “ 
Jewish Center pr 


(718)832-4653. Free.' 

CARD PARTY: hosted by Xaverian 
High School. Luxury prizes are 
part of the event. $50 admis- 
sion includes refreshments and 
a pack of raffle tickets. 7 pm to 
11 pm. 7100 Shore Rd. (718) 
836-7100, ext. 184. 

BAM SILENT AUCTION: Brook- 
lyn Academy of Music hosts a 
closing day reception for its 
fourth annual 10-day event. 
Works by Jasper Johns, Louise 
Lawler, John Baldessari, Christo 
and Jeanne-Claude and others 
on display. Photographer 

attend. 3 pm to 6 pm. Bid at 
www.bam.org/auction. 30 
Lafayette Ave. (718) 636-4129. 

CAFE STEINHOF: Movie night: 
"Body Heat" (1981). 10:30 pm. 
422 Seventh Ave. (718) 369- 


EVENING OF DRAMA: Fund- 


SCREENING: In conjunction with 
the exhibit "Ethnographies of 
the future," Screening of film 
and video works by Pedro 
Barateiro, Lene Berg, Nao Bus- 

B a RICRotunda > Gallery, ^Clin- 
ton St. (718) 875-4047. Free. 

igsborougl 

Pulitzer-Prize-author Debby tS 
Applegate. She discusses her 




± (718) 368-5596. Free 
READING: Brooklyn Public 
Library's Central branch pr 
ents "Countdown to Comi 

whStaSbou^ 

ries. 7 pm. Grand Army PI: 
(718) 230-2100. Free. 
BARGEMUSIC: Classical musi 

1 05th birthday of Gregor 
Piatigorsky. Selections inclu 


■ y 5 


Haydn, 


ChojDin, Piatigorsky andjDth- 

students. 8 p 
Landing, C 


ulton Streetat 
the East River. (718) 624-2083. 




DRAMA: Ryan Repertory 
Company presents "Thi: 


' $12. 8 pm. 2445 
Bath Ave. (718) 996-4800. 
COMEDY NIGHT: 8:30 pm. Pa- 

Ave. (718) 858-1951. Free. 
BAM: "Sizwe Banzi Is Dead." 7:30 
pm. See Sat., April 19. 

ST. ANN'S WAREHOUSE: "The 
Walworth Farce." 8 pm. See 
Sat., April 19. 


JAMES BOND: Heights and Hi 


Scenes from his play "Rabbit 
Hole" are performed. $50 
general admission; $25 for p 
ticipants under 25. 7 pm to 1 
pm. BRIC Studio, 57 Rockwe 
PI. (718) 855-7882. 


SPECIAL NEEDS: Resources for 
Children with Special Needs 
hosts a talk, "Turning 5: Transi- 
tion to School Age." 10 am to 
1 pm. Brooklyn Public Library's 
Central branch at Grand Army 
Plaza. (212) 677-4650. Free. 

CONCERT: Brooklyn Public 
Library's Brooklyn Heights 
branch hosts a classical guitar 
concert, "Music for Springtime," 
with Don Witter, Jr. 6:30 pm to 
7:30 pm. 280 Cadman Plaza 
West. (718) 623-7100. Free. 

BAM: Brooklyn Academy of 
Music presents The Baxter 
Theater Centre in "Sizwe Banzi 
Is Dead." $25 to $60. 7:30 pm. 
BAM Harvey Theater, 651 
Fulton St. (718) 636-4100. 

SALSA CLASS: Cynthia King Dance 
Studio serves up salsa. 7:30 pm. 
Beginners welcome. 1256 Pros- 
pect Ave. (718) 437-0101. Free. 

BUTCHER FOR A DAY: Brooklyn 
Kitchen teaches a class on how 
to carve a pig, and offers cook- 
ing tips. $75 includes six pounds 
of meat to take home. 6:30 pm. 
616 Lorimer St. (718) 389-2982. 

FICTION NIGHT: Samantha Hunt 

cific Standard Pub, 82 Fourth 
Ave. (718) 858-1951. Free. 

BOOKCOURT: presents a reading 
with Tim Brown, Walking Man 
and Paul McComas, Pic 


(718) 875-3 

ST. ANN'S WAREHOUSE: pres- 

wo^h°Farce/ ,a ^37 . 50^ 8 pm! 

38 Water St. (718) 254-8779. 
PUBLIC ART: Artist Tom Otter- 
ness's "Large Covered Wagon," 

pm. Prospect and Washington 
streets in DUMBO. Free. 


Weds, April 16 


CHORAL MUSIC: As part of^ ^ 

foms'^M^h^of^Nes'/^a 36 ' 
multi-media concert about 
immigration. 6:20 pm to 8:20 
pm. Brooklyn College Library, 


Jim Lebenthal. 2 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society, 128 Pierre- 
pont St. (718) 596-8789. Free. 
LITERARY SERIES: Brooklyn 
Academy of Music hosts its 
"Eat, Drink and Be Literary" 

^^fesSirr^c. 1 lis^mcl udes ^ 

and talk. 6:30 pm. Music per- 
formed at dinner by Stephen 
Saperstein, pianist. 30 Lafa- 
yette Ave. (718) 636-4100. 
FINANCIAL LITERACY: Session 
on "Home Buying." 6:30 pm 
to 8:30 pm. Lafayette Avenue 
Presbyterian Church, 85 S. Ox- 
ford St. (718) 625-7515. Free. 
AWARDS CEREMONY: Long 


song stylist and storyteller 
Nancy Wilson. $150 includes 
private reception at 5:30 pm; 
$100 ceremony at 7 pm. De- 
Kalb and Flatbush avenues. 
(718) 488-1624. 

PILLOW TALK: New parents will 
be soothed and educated at 
Families First's "Your Sleeping 
Baby" workshop. $25 per per- 
son, $15 for members. 7 pm 
to 8:30 pm. 250 Baltic St. (718) 
237-1862. 

BOOKCOURT: presents a reading 
with Nathaniel Rich and the 
Mayor's Tongue. 7 pm. 163 
Court St. (718) 875-3677. Free. 

TENNIS EVERYONE: Prospect 
Park Alliance hosts a fundraiser 


tainment. $200 and up. 7 pm. 
Festive attire. (718) 965-8988. 
BOOK DISCUSSION: Freebird's 
Post-Apocalyptic jeadinp series 

"A Canticle For Leibowitz," 


d by nuclear 

._r. 7:30 pm. 147 Columbia 
St (718) 643-8484. Free. 

JAZZ AT BARGEMUSIC: The 
Judy Carmichael Trio plays 

(dents. 8 pm. Fulton Ferry 

the East River. (718) 624-2083. 
THE BRICK: Preview of "Babylon 
Babylon," a mix of Herodotus, 
Cecil B. DeMille, Kenneth Anger, 
Richard Schechner and others. 
$15. 8 pm. 575 Metropolitan 
Ave. (212) 352-3101. 

MUSIC: PS 261 benefit event at 
Hank's Saloon. Chuck and Sue 
Rock, a blues-based rock 
band, performs. $5. 8:30 pm. 
46 Third Ave. (718) 625-8003. 
BAM: "Sizwe Banzi Is Dead." 

7:30 pm. See Sat., April 19. 

ST. ANN'S WAREHOUSE: "The 


LIST YOUR EVENT... 


by mail: GO Brooklyn, The Brooklyn Paper, 55 Washington St., Suite 624, 
Brooklyn, NY 11201; or by fax: (718) 834-9278. Listings are free and printed 



Home of the 'Brave': On 


Monday, April 14, Pulitzer- 
Prize-winning playwright and 
Boerum Hill resident David 
Lindsay-Abaire hosts a bene- 
fit for Brave New World 
Repertory Theater's produc- 
tion of "Fahrenheit 451 ." 


Walworth Farce." 7:30 pm. 
See Sat, April 19. 

DRAMA: "Thistle Blossoms." 8 
pm. See Sat., April 19. 

THE BRICK: Preview of "Babylon 
Babylon." $5. 8 pm. See Sat., 
April 19. 


Fri, April 18 


SENIOR CINEMA: Brooklyn Aca- 
demy of Music hosts its film 

"The Fortune Cookie" (1966). 

Matthau star. 10 am. BAM 
Rose Cinema, 30 Lafayette 
Ave. (718) 636-4100. Free. 
BARGEMUSIC: Classical music 
program features works by 
Mozart, Mendelssohn, Ellen 
Taaffe Zwilich and others. $35, 


old Fulton StreePat the East 
River. (718) 624-2083. 

GOOD COFFEEHOUSE: Third 


Friday with the Park Slope 
Food Co-op presents Bev 
Grant and the Dissident 
Daughters. $10, $6 kids. 8 pm. 
53 Prospect Park West at 
Second Street. (718) 768-2972. 


THE BRICK: Preview of "Babylon 
Babylon." $25 includes open- 
ing night party. 8 pm. See Sat., 
April 19. 

MUSICAL COMEDY: "Once Upon 
A Mattress." 7:30 pm. See Sat., 
April 19. 

BAM: "Sizwe Banzi Is Dead." 7:30 
pm. See Sat., April 19. 

ST. ANN'S WAREHOUSE: "The 
Walworth Farce." 8 pm. See 
Sat, April 19. 

DRAMA: "Thistle Blossoms." 8 
pm. See Sat, April 19. 

DANCE: "Out of Space." 8:30 
pm. See Sat, April 19. 


Sat, April 19 


First Night of Passover 

OUTDOORS AND TOURS 


PARK SLOPE WALK: Walking tour 
of the Park Slope and Prospect 
Park neighborhoods. $25, $15 
kids (includes lunch). Tour times 


_ r .n.2445 

Bath Ave. (718) 996-4800. 
BAM: Brooklyn Academy of 
Music presents The Baxter 
Theater Centre in "Sizwe Banzi 
Is Dead." $25 to $60. 7:30 pm. 
BAM Harvey Theater, 651 
Fulton St. (718) 636-4100. 
IUSICAL 

A^ 

2202 60th St. (718) 236-6363. 
BARGEMUSIC: Classical music 


fs ....mm 

Tcherepnin. $35, $20 students. 

8 pm. Fulton Ferry Landing, 

Old Fulton Street at the East 
River. (718) 624-2083. 

THE BRICK: Preview of "Babylon 
Babylon," a mix of Herodotus, 
Cecil B. DeMille, Kenneth Anger, 
Richard Schechner and others. 
$15. 8 pm. 575 Metropolitan 
Ave. (212) 352-3101. 

DANCE: BRIC Studio presents 
Danspace "Out of Space." 

$12, $10 students. 8:30 pm. 

647 Fulton St. (718) 855-7882. 
ST. ANN'S WAREHOUSE: pres- 
ents The Druid Theater Com- 

wort h°Fa rce? a ^37 .50. 8 pm. 

38 Water St. (718) 254-8779. 
THEATER SERIES: Brick Theater 
and Third Lows Productions 
hosts the horror mystery series 


"Penny Dreadful, Episode t 
$8. 10:30 pm. 575 Metropc 
itan Avenue. (718) 907-61 8 1 

OTHER 


Chabad of Park Slope, 70 
Prospect Park West, (718) 965- 
9836; Chabad of Brooklyn 
Heights, 117 Remsen St„ (718) 
596-4840 ext. 11; Chabad of 
Downtown Colleges, 200 Wil- 
loughby Ave., (718) 596-4840 
ext. 15; Chabad of Windsor 
Terrace, 1266 Prospect Ave., 
(718) 938-1435; Chabad of 
Prospect Heights, 569 Vander- 
bilt Ave., (347) 622-3599; 
Chabad of Clinton Hill, 341 B 
Grand Ave., (718) 974-9472. 
Call for information. 

BROOKLYN MUSUEM: hosts a 


America." Talk 
with the muse: 


SS? :/ 


Up Cards. Adults are invited to 
explore the work of Takashi 
Murakami by creating a three 
dimensional manga card. 200 
Eastern Pkwy. (718) 638-5000. 

POETRY SALON: Brooklyn Public 
Library's Central branch hosts 




oetrysa 


I Marcella Durar 


n. Grand Army Plaza. (718) 
230-2100. Free. 

GALLERY TALK: IOI Gallery hosts a 
talk on its exhibit: "The Chicken 
Dinner, The Box: New Works by 
Max Yawney." 7 pm. 85 Ft Greene 
PI. (718) 673-0706. Free. 


Earth Day 

Second Night of Passover 

OUTDOORS AND TOURS 


park by the Brooklyn side of 
the Williamsburg Bridge bike 
path. (212) 802-8222. Free. 
GREEN-WOOD WALK: Big Onion 


$15, $12 senro 
1 pm. Fifth A vs 
Street. (212) 4( 


PERFORMANCE 

CONCERT: Brooklyn Friends of 
Chamber Music presents The 
Duo Prism in a concert of 
works by Beethoven, Brahms 
and Cowell. $20, $10 students. 
3 pm. Lafayette Avenue Pres- 
b>rterian Cnurch, 85 S. Oxford 
St. (718) 625-7515. 

BARGEMUSIC: Classical music pro- 
gram features works by Cop- 
land, Feld, Martin, Liebermann 
and others. The Clavier Trio per- 

dents. 8 pm. Fulton Ferry Land- 
ing, Old Fulton Street at the 
East River. (718) 624-2083. 

ST. ANN'S WAREHOUSE: "The 
Walworth Farce." 4 pm. See 
Sat., April 19. 


everything from jewelry to tex- 
tiles. Bishop Loughlin Memorial 
High School, Lafayette Avenue 


www.brooklynflea.com. 
GREEN-WOOD CEMETERY: 
Author David Jones discusse 


pS^tewa, 




COMMUNITY SEDER: Bay Ridge 
Jewish Center holds its annual 
Passover Seder. Traditional 
foods served. $36, $16. 7:30 
pm. 81st Street and Fourth 
Avenue. Reservations required. 
(718) 836-3103. 

FILM: Cafe Steinhof presents 
"Altered States" (1980). 10:30 
pm. 422 Seventh Ave. (718) 
369-7776. Free. 


Hampton Jitney is Back in Brooklyn! 

Service to the Hamptons & Long Island's East End Resumes March 21st 




4) Tillary St. ■ Between Cadman Plaza East & West at HJ. sign near bus shelter. 



5) 9th St. & 4th Ave. • Bus stop in front of St. Thomas Aquinas Church (249 9th Street) 

6) Tillary St ■ Between Cadman Plaza East & West at HJ. sign near bus shelter. 


* On select trips, passengers may be required to transfer in Manorville. 
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of the Year 



RED HOOK 

Jalopy 

315 Columbia St. at Woodhull Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 395-3214, www.jalopy.biz. 


Country ' Blues^ Jam, 9:30 P pm, FREE; April 12: 




Monkey Town 

58 N. Third St. at Kent * 
burg, (718) 384-1369, 
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Health, Mind Sc Body 


COUNSELING 


DENTISTS 


DENTISTS 


■ 


1 





SOLUTION - FOCUSED 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 


• Gentle and Caring Psychotherapy 
• Focus on Personal Strengths, Goals and Solutions. Effective for 
all types of emotional, behavioral and relationship challenges. 
QUICK RESULTS ■ COmETELT CONFIDENTIAL ■ MORNING, AFTERNOON & EVENING HRS 

CONVENIENT PARK SLOPE LOCATION 

STEVEN KATZ, LCSW I 917-922-4983 

25 Years of Counseling Experience I steven.n.katz@gmail.com 

http://therapist.psychologytoday.com/5381 0 


DENTISTS 


We’ve Moved! 


Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

245 Fifth Avenue 

between Carroll & Garfield 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack 


789-5700 


SLOPE! 

DENTAL w 


Ronald I.Teichman, DDS 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 



£ 

WE CAN 
GIVE YOU 
A GREAT 


SMILE! 

Dr. Rosen brings you 
quality care y ou can afford 

• General Dentistry 
Exams, Cleanings 

• Invisalign 

• Bridges 

• Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Root Canals 

• Cosmetic Dentistry 

Walk-ins & 

Children Welcome 
nee Accepted 

Carroll Gardens Dental Assoc. 
Dr. Richard A. Rosen 

718-834-1446 ■ 402 Court Street ( ne a, ist Place) 
Monday to Saturday Hours 


Wow in Park Slope! 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 
New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) insurance 

•X— (718)622-8020 ST 


IKJ "3 GENERAL & COSMETIC 

dentistry 


CROWNS 


I [ llnM bet. 13th & 14th Sts. 


PORCELAIN VENEERS 

BLEACHING 

DENTURES 


I 1 1 ^ M I 




GENERAL & IMPLANT DENTISTRY 

Root Canals | 

Crowns & Bridges 
Cosmetic Dentistry 1 
Bleaching / Zoom 2 l 
Oral Surgery / Implants 
Treatment of Gum Disease 
Fixed & Removable Bridges 
Periodontics / Prosthodontics 
Emergencies Seen SAME DAY ^ 

www.strachandds.com 
Dr. Jeff C. Strachan & Dr. Beeren Gajjar 
1 89 Montague St. #800A, Brooklyn Heights 
office: (718) 783-0504 /emergency: (917) 753-3314 



Hours: Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri: 8am-6pm / Saturdays: Appointment Only 


Quality Dentistry 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 

* Cosmetic Dentistry • Cosmetic Laminates 


• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DDS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
sloped ental.com ■ 768-1111 


DERMATOLOGY 


dermatology " 

Cosmetic Skin Problems 

Laser Hair Removal Acne • Herpes 

Chemical Peels Warts • Genital Warts 

Botox • Restylane Moles • STD's/VD 

Spider Veins Skin Cancer 

Liposuction Blemishes 


SKIN • HAIR • NAILS 


Day & Evening Hours 

Most Insurances and Credit Cards Accepted 

Alan R. Kling, M.D. 

Board Certified Dermatologist 


27 8th Avenue 

Park Slope, Brooklyn 

(718) 636-0425 


1000 Park Avenue 

(at 84th Street) 

New York City, NY 

(212) 288-1300 

y 


NY Methodist 
offers multiple 
sclerosis relief 


New Ybrk Methodist Hospital 
According to the National 
Multiple Sclerosis Society, ap- 
proximately 400,000 Americans 
have multiple sclerosis (MS), a 
chronic autoimmune disorder 
that affects the central nervous 
system. While symptoms differ 
from person to person and can 
change over time, MS can result 
in loss of balance, compromised 
coordination, tremors, numbness, 
extreme fatigue, difficulty con- 



MS learn about different types of 
treatments, New York Methodist 
Hospital recently hosted a sym- 



tient on an individual basis in 
order to tailor the program to 
the patient’s specific needs. 


“We’re deeply involved in 
working with you to set and 
reach your goals, whether they 
include energy conservation or 
neuromuscular training,” Ms. 
Millheiser said to the patients 
in the audience. 

Yoga instructor Larissa 
Nusser-Meany said that after 


she was diagnosed with MS, she 
found that yoga was very effec- 
tive at mitigating her symptoms. 

“Yoga has improved my bal- 
ance and decreased my leg 
cramps,” she said. 

“Qigong” instructor Michael 
McComiskey introduced an an- 
cient Chinese technique, con- 
sisting of slow, gentle repetitive 
movement that can allow MS 
patients to let go of stress and 
feel more energized. 


“Qigong is the art and sci- 



rologist who is trained in the most 


advanced MS treatments and 
clinical research. The team care 



atrists, opthalmologists, and so- 
cial services. Treatment options 
include inpatient and home infu- 
sions, immunomodulatory thera- 
pies, chemotherapy, spasticity 
management, and alternative 
therapies such as acupuncture, 
“qigong” and yoga. 

To learn more about services 
for MS patients at New York 
Methodist, please call (718) 246- 
8818. 


Call to advertise — in print and online 

( 718 ) 834-9350 
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j|-|£ Family, Food & Fun 



Visit Web to Sign Up for Spring Music & Voga Classes 
Free Storytime (Mon. 11:30, Wed. 1:00. Fri. 11:30) 
Gaines, Toys, and Arts & Crafts All Day 
Available for Birthday Parties 


PhysicAlly Active, 
Nature OrIentscI, 
OuidooR 


TRAVEliNq DAy Camp 



DAD I d" 

KIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC | I H 


Smartmom outsmarts Skenazy 


S martmom had never 
read Lenore Skenazy’s 
column in the New 


York Sun before Tuesday, 
when Dumb Editor told her 
that Skenazy had become Par- 



er kids in the tub! 




P A Rk Slops • (718) 768 6419 

28 years of operation 



FAMILY 

CALENDAR 


iSIE 

s-s 
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FRIDAY, APRIL 1 8 
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Jhiggs 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 


NEW! 2-year Olds Class. Spaces Available 


□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

□ Optimal educational equipment 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Indoor Gym facilities 


0 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, afternoons 
or full days 

□ Spacious Classrooms 

□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 


Summer Program Available! 


Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 




- JUNE 30 - AUGUST 1 4 - 


c Study • Dramatics 


m (7/28-8/14) Cpst: 800 


AT CONGREGATION B’NAI AURAHAM 


117 Remsen Street, Brooklyn Heights 
Contact Michoel Goldin (718) 928-4192 
Michoelgoldin@yahoo.com • www.jewishsportsacademy.org 


BROOKLYN FRIENDS SCHOOL 



Summer Programs for Children 
, aoe* 2 tn 12 375 pearl street 

✓ things TO DO age a 4, LKJ ONE BLOCK FROM BOROUGH HALL 

lAUTU EDIEMHC* 


Hip-Hop 
Rock n' Ro 


Tennis 

Dnnce 

Woodworking 
Wenruble Art 


BROOKLYN FRIENDS SCHOOL summer programs 
take the best of the school year experience and make 
that light shine even brighter! Every day brings new 
opportunities for children to grow, to learn, and to 
develop their talents and interests. SUMMER CAMP for 
2 to 8 year olds and SUMMER ARTS for 8 to 12 year 
olds are distinguished by their outstanding faculty and 
favorable teacher-student ratio. The experience for kids 
is fun and energizing, just as summer should he. 


Cel Animation 

Theater 

Painting 


Drawing 


Printmaking 


NYC Field Trips 



FULL OR PARTIAL SESSIONS FROM 

June 18th to August ist 



Family 

Classifieds 

Acupuncture 




Birthday parties and special 
occasions - Adults & Kids. Comedy, 
Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 
Games, M.C., Comic Roastings. 
"University Professor of Speech & Communications" 
718 - 434-9697 
917 - 318-9092 


Host A Student 


EARN $200 A WEEK 
HOSTING INT'L STUDENTS 


If you hove an empty bedroom, near 
subway, good neighborhood. 


or call Josh (646) 674-1621 


WwtN Armrt™ 


Makeup Artist 


- LOOK FLAWLESS - 



SiiHS 
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NOW IT |S JUST NETS 


Protesters call Bruce’s honor a ’dung deal’ 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Dozens of opponents of Bruce Rat- 
ner’s Atlantic Yards mega-development 
rallied outside the Brooklyn Museum’s 
gala last Thursday to protest the art insti- 
tute’s decision to honor the controversial 
developer. 

The protesters — some dressed in fan- 
ciful attire to mock the smartly clad gala 
attendees inside, others merely holding 
signs reading “Con Artist” — manned a 
police pen less than 50 yards from the 
glass-walled Museum entrance, where 
1 ,000 people gathered for a dinner with 
Ratner and Japanese artist Takashi Mu- 
rakami. 

“I heard about [the Ratner honor] a 
couple of weeks ago, and I couldn’t be- 
lieve it,” said Clem Labine, 70, who was 
dressed in robber-baron style: a black 
bowler and black tie. “Ratner is a totally 



More pictures and action at 

BrooklynPaper.com 


"George Bush" was one of many protesters who greeted Museum patrons a 
they arrived for last Thursday's gala to honor developer Bruce Ratner. 


divisive character, and I had to protest this 
decision by the museum.” 

Labine, who is not related to the late, 
great Brooklyn Dodger pitcher of the 
same name, held a sign reading, “Brook- 
lyn Museum Sold Out Brooklyn’s Com- 
munities.” 

Nearby, another man held a placard 
that read, “Dung Deal,” a cheeky refer- 
ence to the Museum’s 1999 controversy 
over its “Sensation” exhibition, which fea- 
J, tured a painting of the Virgin Mary 
1 adorned with elephant dung. 

I Joining the protesters was Marilyn Gel- 
ber — a former city Department of Envi- 
ronmental Protection commissioner who 
worked with Ratner on the Metrotech of- 


MONEY... 


Continued from page 1 

Yards Report, a Web site, uncovered Rat- 

ner’s need for more subsidies. 

It is unclear what additional subsides 
the company would seek. But it is clear 
that Ratner will have a fight on his hands. 

“I cannot approve of more subsidies 
when the only thing that’s certain is a sta- 
dium,” said DeBlasio, who called for “a 
timeline for the full project, especially 
with respect to the affordable housing.” 
He also demanded to know “exactly 
why the additional subsidies are needed 
and what they would be used for.” 


A Ratner spokesman declined to com- 
ment for this story. 

Given the apparent collapse of Atlantic 
Yards, Yassky called on city and state of- 
ficials to renegotiate their deal with Rat- 

“Whether you think the original deal 
was good or bad — and I think it was a 
bad deal — the project that he agreed to 
build is not being built,” Yassky said. “So 
we need to renegotiate.” 

Fifty-eight-million dollars of the city 
and state’s initial $305-million contribu- 
tion have already been given to Ratner — 


money that Yassky thinks should be giv- 

“They’ve gotten $58 million for a 
project that they’re not going to build,” 

Daniel Goldstein, a spokesman for the 
anti-Yards group Develop Don’t Destroy 
Brooklyn, echoed Yassky. 

“If Ratner can’t build his project — 
with over $300 million in direct cash sub- 
sidy, over $2 billion in government- 
backed financing, a blank city check for 
‘extraordinary infrastructure costs,’ free 
land from the city, a below-market rail 
yard purchase price, and the windfall 
benefits of eminent domain condemna- 
tion — he should not be rewarded with 
yet more taxpayer funds,” Goldstein said. 



Bruce Ratner at the gala. 


GEHRY... 



Artist Julian Schnabel (left) pals around with his buddy 
Frank Gehry, the architect of Atlantic Yards. 


Continued from page 1 
miso-marinated cod and spicy 
taro with caviar. Meanwhile, hun- 
dreds of Atlantic Yards protestors 
heckled Museum supporters out- 
side the Eastern Parkway edifice, 
condemning the Museum for 
honoring Ratner (see story 
above). 

But the spirited rally did noth- 
ing to curtail the gala, which fea- 
tured a decidedly un-Brooklyn 
crowd that included designer 
Marc Jacobs, Vogue editrix 
Anna Wintour, supermodel Eva 
Herzigova, tennis legend John 
McEnroe, Kirsten Davis from 
“Sex & the City,” and artist Ju- 
lian Schnabel. 

The evening also marked the 
opening of artist Takashi Mu- 
rakami’s exhibition, but the gala 
centered around Ratner, whose 
foundation has given at least 
$200,000 to the Museum in the 
past two years and whose exec- 
utives bought many of the 
$1,000 plates and encouraged 
friends and business associates 
to buy many more. 

In all, the gala raised $1.5 
million for the Museum, a 


spokeswoman said. 

Ratner was given the Muse- 
um’s Augustus Graham Medal, 
an award that honors a patron. 

Gehry introduced his own pa- 
tron — Rainer — to the gala crowd. 

“Bruce and I share a love of 
food — and sex,” Gehry said, in a 
rambling introduction in which he 
bemoaned the gala’s lack of latkes, 
a Jewish delicacy, and, apparently, 
the lack of sexual activity. 

Then, perhaps referring to the 
protesters outside, he added, 
“[Bruce] asked me to do a proj- 
ect in Brooklyn and I had no 
idea what I was getting into. But 
I loved him then and I love him 
even more now. When Brooklyn 
is finished, you’ll be proud 
of us.” 

Earlier, Borough Presi- 
dent Markowitz praised Rat- 
ner as “a boychik from 
Cleveland who fell in love 
with Brooklyn, U.S A.” 

“During the most-chal- 
lenging times, instead of 
running, he invested here 
because he understood the 
promise of Brooklyn,” Mar- 
kowitz added, brandishing a 


ceremonial proclamation. “The 
renaissance of Brooklyn, in so 
many ways, is due to you, Bruce 
Ratner, so I now proclaim this 
‘Bruce Ratner recognition and 
celebration day’ in Brooklyn. 
Enjoy your dinner.” 

In his acceptance speech later, 
Ratner did not mention Atlantic 
Yards, but merely said that he 
was honored to accept an award 
that “represents the essence” of 
what he does as a developer, 
namely, building with “a social 
purpose and responsibility.” 

By the time he started speak- 
ing, at around 10:15 pm, there 
were no protesters left out front. 


fice complex when 
she was chief of staff 
to former Borough 
President Howard 
Golden. 

“As someone with 
a long history in government, there are 
things about this project that are upset- 
ting,” said Gelber, who lives on Dean 
Street in Boerum Hill. “It did not undergo 
a proper public review. Maybe that sounds 
weird and wimpy, but major land-use 
changes and the use of public money 
means going through the city’s [land-use 
review process] .” 

Given Gelber’s connections and long 
support for the Museum, she could have 
been inside eating tuna martini, miso filet of 
beef and pineapple pillows for dessert rather 
than on the hustings , with the other Atlantic 
Yards foes. 

“I’m a big supporter of the Museum and 
have enormous affection for [Executive Di- 
rector] Arnold Lehman. I was invited to be 
inside, but I told Arnold that given my 
views of Atlantic Yards, I’d rather be out- 

For his part, Ratner said he’d rather be 
inside, telling a Bloomberg News reporter 
that the protesters didn’t bother him. 

“One of the terrific things about this city 
and country is that people are allowed to ex- 
press their views, and I respect that,” he 
said. “Obviously, I don’t agree with them, 
and the Museum doesn’t agree with them.” 

Lehman added that Ratner was being 
honored for “his terrific patronage over a 
very long period of time.” 

“We’re not involved in the politics that 
seems to be swirling around us,” Lehman 

Opponents pounced on Lehman’s appar- 
ent surprise that politics were “swirling 
around” the Museum. Indeed, those politics 
are quite inside the institution. 

One of its board members, Joanne 
Minieri, is the president and chief operating 
officer of Forest City Ratner. Another board 
member, Robert Rubin, is an investor in 
Rainer’s New Jersey Nets. 

In addition, the team’s CEO, Brett Yor- 
mark; rapper Jay-Z, another Nets investor; 
and Barclays Capital (which paid Ratner 
$400 million to emblazon its name on the 
publicly built arena), were members of the 
committee that put together the April 3 gala. 

And the Brooklyn Museum can hardly 
feign ignorance of the controversy. The Mu- 
seum hosted the January, 2007 press confer- 
ence to announce the $400-million deal 
with the slavery- and Apartheid-linked 
British banking behemoth — an announce- 
ment that, like the April 3 gala, drew pro- 

“Mr. Lehman, with all due respect, when 
you decided to honor and celebrate Bruce 
Ratner in the midst of an ongoing epic com- 
munity fight, you’ve involved yourself in 



REJECT , 

struct M*®* 



Many protesters donned garb suitable for 
i gala. 


‘the politics that seem to be swirling around’ 
you, [in fact] next door to you,” Daniel Gold- 
stein of Develop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn said in 
a statement this week. 

In addition to the symbolic fight, a number of 
protesters have asked the Internal Revenue Ser- 
vice to investigate whether the Museum has vio- 
lated its own conflict of interests policy — and, 
therefore comprised its non-profit status — by 
having board members who are so closely affili- 
ated with the Nets. 

Goldstein also continued to condemn the mu- 
seum on a personal level. 

“It’s just poor judgment to honor this devel- 
oper who is in the midst of a huge fight in the 
community that surrounds the museum,” said 
Goldstein, whose Pacific Street home would be 
tom down to make way for the arena. “He’s tak- 
ing away people’s homes. He’s taking away my 


Jamie is queen of swag 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Bruce Ratner got the award, 
but Borough President Marko- 
witz’s wife got the goods. 

In the waning moments of last 
Thursday’s Brooklyn Museum 
gala, which honored Ratner, 

Jamie Markowitz scooped up 
eight placemats designed by 
Japanese artist Takashi Murakami 
and intended as parting gifts for 
the 1 ,000 Museum patrons in at- 
tendance. 

One to a customer, not eight. 

“Without a doubt, the person 1 1 
who got the most out of [the] ‘ I 
opening was Jamie,” quipped 
Radar Online, which broke the ; 
story last week. The Web site §■ 
claimed that the limited-addition £ I 
candy-colored placemats have IB 
“fetched up to $1,000 on eBay af- gl 
ter similar events” and suggested “ m 
that Markowitz had snatched ^ ® 
them because she was “perhaps Brooklyn's first lady, Jamie Markowitz, took tc 
sensing a business opportunity.” placemats from last Thursday's gala. 



And the funny thing is, nothing 
could be closer to the truth. 

“It’s a little true,” Markowitz 
admitted to the Daily News on 
Sunday. 

Later, her red-faced husband 
explained that there had been a 
misunderstanding and that five of 
the six remaining placemats — 
Markowitz’s wife gave away two 
placemats before leaving the gala, 
a Borough Hall spokesman said 
— would be auctioned to raise 
money for the borough presi- 
dent’s Camp Brooklyn charity. 

“These were gifts for guests 
and there was no discussion of 
their value,” the Beep said. “If 
they’re really worth what the 
Radar blogger claims — $1 ,000 
each — we will make five avail- 
able at this year’s Camp Brooklyn 
fundraising event, and, if they sell, 
that means 10 more low-income 
kids can go to camp.” 

— Gersh Kuntzman 



Pepper and Potter 
site to become hotel 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 


The Pepper and Potter car dealership si 
has finally been sold. 


A defunct auto dealership that has 
greeted Brooklyn drivers as they re- 
turned over the Manhattan Bridge 
might start greeting tourists as a hotel. 

The former Pepper and Potter Buick 
dealership at the intersection of Flat- 
bush Avenue Extension and Tillary 
Street — closed since 2003 — sold to 
the development company MB -Flat- 
bush for $10.8 million this week, ac- 
cording to Ingram and Hebron Realty. 

Early reports indicated that a Hamp- 
ton Inn might rise from the lot, but the 
hotel chain and the development com- 
pany told The Brooklyn Paper that no 
decision had been made. 

Robert Potter, who sold his family’s 
shuttered dealership, thinks “it would be 


the best location for a hotel because it’s at 
the entryway to the borough,” he said. 
“It’s a more dramatic entrance to Brook- 
lyn than the Brooklyn Bridge.” 

At least it will be in the near future. 
Despite an economic downturn, Flat- 
bush Avenue Extension, from the Man- 
hattan Bridge to Fulton Street, remains 

Directly behind the Pepper and Potter 
site (pictured), the Oro condo tower is al- 
most ready to welcome its first residents. 
And a block away, two projects — the 
38-story Toren residential tower and the 
70-story City Point office building — are 
rising, just a small part of an ongoing $9- 
billion building spree. 

To spmce up this gateway, the 
Downtown Brooklyn Partnership is 
working to add public art and planted 
medians. 


IT'S YOUR CHANCE TO 
CHANGE YOUR SCHOOL 




II Our principal and teachers 
took it seriously. It had a 
real impact. 


Karen Rose and her daughter Makeya, 
a kindergartener at PS 121, the Bronx 


Fill out a Learning Environment 
Survey - and remember to mail it 
in! For more information, contact 
your school or call 31 1 . 



Department of 


Michael R. Bloomberg, Mayor I 
www.nyc.gov/schools or call 3 1 I 


Joel I. Klein, Chancellor 
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ADMISSIONS 2008-2009 


Pre-Kindergarten directories and public school 
applications for the 2008-2009 school year are 
now available at public elementary schools, 
community school district offices and borough 
enrollment offic 

You can also find the applit s at: 

http://schools.ny 

ChoicesEnrollmer 

The deadline to submit public school 
pre-Kindergarten applications by mail is 
Friday, April 18, 2008. 

For more information, call 
311 or visit 

http://schools.nyc.gov/ 
ChoicesEnrollment/PreK 


Department of 
Education 




McCain walks the walk 
in a Bay Ridge drop by 



Bay Ridge's Windows We Are glass factory hosted likely Re- 
publican presidential nominee John McCain (above, cen- 
ter). Later, McCain campaigned with Mayor Bloomberg on 
the streets of the borough's Republican stronghold. 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Sen. John McCain made a 
campaign stop in Bay Ridge 
on Thursday — but residents 
of the borough’s Republican 
stronghold can’t figure out 
why he stopped where he did. 

The likely GOP presidential 
nominee — with Mayor 
Bloomberg at his side — 
stopped by Windows We Are, 
a glass supply company at 
Fifth Avenue and 91st Street to 
speak to reporters and local 
Republicans including state 
Sen. Marty Golden, about the 
sub-prime mortgage crisis, the 
rising cost of oil and the loss of 
American jobs. 

Later, he presided over a 
roundtable of small business 
owners. 

The hastily scheduled event 
surprised even the Windows 
We Are owners, who weren’t 
informed that the Arizona sen- 
ator — who is unlikely to win 
New York State, but could win 
the presidency — until two 
days ago. 

“I think they wanted to 
show a good example of what 
a small Bay Ridge family- 
owned business is,” said Scott 
Turnbull, manager of the 35- 
year-old shop. 

Of course, there were other 
theories. “People are politically 
active in Bay Ridge, so it’s no 
surprise that’s he here,” said 
Tania Lazala, who gawked at 
the media gawking at McCain. 


“But we can’t figure out 
why he’d speak at a window 
store and not at the school 
across the street.” 

Bloomberg introduced Mc- 
Cain, stating that if it weren’t 


for the campaign tricks that 
McCain taught him, he never 
would have won the nation’s 
second most-important job. 

“I got elected because of 
you,” said Bloomberg, who has 


not endorsed a candidate, 
though he recently appeared 
with Illinois Sen. Barack Oba- 
ma, the likely Democratic 
nominee, in Manhattan. 

The small-business round- 
table was moderated by former 
Deputy Mayor Rudy Washing- 
ton and former Hewlett- 
Packard CEO Carly Fiorina, 
now a Republican National 
Committee leader who is also 
talked about as a McCain vice 
presidential pick. 

McCain took questions 
from six local entrepreneurs, 
including David Masoud, co- 
owner of Damascus Bakery on 
the comer of Gold and Ply- 
mouth streets in DUMBO. 

“It’s good he’s talking about 
working issues, especially 
here,” said Butch Ford of Car- 
roll Gardens, who helped in- 
stall lighting at the speech. 
“This is a working man’s blue- 
collar neighborhood.” 

After the speech and discus- 
sion, McCain did some retail 
campaigning at Verrazano Piz- 
za on Fourth Avenue and 91st 
Street, grabbing a slice of 
white pizza with pepperoni 
— the shop’s biggest seller. 

“It’s great he’s here,” said Vito 
Bruno, who ate a slice before 
McCain arrived. “Chatting with 
people is how you get votes.” 
That was true for Windows 
We Are Manager Turnbull. He 
said that before McCain’s ap- 
pearance, he was undecided. 

“I’m a McCain supporter 
now,” he said. 


COPS 

Continued from page 4 
Henry streets on March 30, 
snatching two Apple laptops 
while the victim was at work 
— sometime between 3 pm and 
midnight, cops said. 

• A Wythe Avenue apartment 
was burglarized on April 4, while 
the victim slept between 3 and 4 
am. Once inside the apartment, 
between Metropolitan Avenue 
and North Third Street, thieves 
snatched a black Apple laptop 
and a Sony digital camera. 

— Ben Muessig 


88th Precinct 


Fort Greene-Clinton Hill 

Concrete jungle 

Ten young men and women 
roughed up and robbed a man on 
the comer of Washington and 
Greene avenues on March 3 1 . 

Bandits struck the 36-year-old 
victim in the face and knocked 
him to the ground at 5:15 pm, 
then stole his cellphone. 

Police arrested one suspect, a 
19-year-old man, and recovered 
the victim’s missing glasses. 

Men down! 

Shots rang out in the early 
morning of April 6, dropping 


two men to the cold pavement. 

Details are still murky, but 
police responded to reports of 
gunfire at 3:10 am between 
Flushing and Park avenues and 
found two victims. 

Both men were taken to Belle- 
vue Hospital, where they were in 
stable condition, except for their 
lips, which were sealed about the 
shooting. — Mike McLaughlin 


76th Precinct 


Carroll Gardens-Cobble Hill 

She’s got legs 

An employee at a retailer on 
Smith Street couldn’t stop a 
woman from stealing a pair of 


leggings on April 4 because she 
had some brawny backup. 

The worker confronted the 
woman outside of the shop, be- 
tween Butler and Douglass streets 
at 5:50 pm. In her companion’s 
waistband was a gun, which the 
man displayed before telling the 
worker, “Don’t think about it.” 

Hail of gunfire 

A man fired a salvo of bullets 
at a woman on Baltic Street on 
April 2. The 42-year-old gun- 
slinger fired erratically, hitting the 
victim twice in her leg at 12:45 
am. She was taken from the 
scene, between Hoyt and Bond 
streets, to Lutheran Medical Cen- 
ter. — Mike McLaughlin 


I paid $3 for this coffee! 


THE BROOKLYN j 


angle mmm 


F inally, a place to get a $3 cup 
of coffee on Fourth Avenue! 
We all know that the long-run- 
down speedway between Atlantic 
Avenue and 16th Street has been 
changing rapidly, but I thought it 
would take a few more years — 
and a few more 12-story condo 
towers — before I would be pay- 
ing Manhattan prices to drink a cup 
of joe next to an auto-body shop 
and a vacant lot. 

Of course, this isn’t just any old 
cup of coffee. This is coffee freshly 
brewed, one cup at a time, in a ma- 
chine that costs $11,000. 

Yes, the coffee maker at the 
Root Hill Cafe — across from the 
auto-body shop on Fourth Avenue 
— costs more than the auto being 
repaired at the auto-body shop on 
Fourth Avenue. 

“Did you taste the blueberries?” 
Maria Bowen, co-owner asked me 
after I had downed my first cup of 
Ethiopia Natural Yirgacheffe 
Biloya. 

Blueberries? No. When I want 
blueberries, I go to the Park Slope 
Food Co-op, work a double shift (be- 


cause I’m always suspended, would- 
n’t you know?) and buy a package 
of Peruvian shade-grown organic 
blueberries — which are so good, 
they taste like strawberries! 

But I digress (which is the point 
of buying a $3 cup of coffee, I sup- 
pose). The excitement of the 
grande price for the small coffee is 
that Root Hill is one of few places 
in Brooklyn that has the $11,000 
Clover machine — and the last 
place in the borough to get one be- 
fore Starbucks bought the compa- 
ny and will no longer sell the ma- 
chines to anyone but Starbucks. 

That’s one of the reasons why 
the Clover gets prime space at 
Root Hill. Not only is it front and 
center on the countertop, but 
Bowen and her partners Michelle 
and Andrew Giancola have in- 
stalled a mirror above the machine 
so you can watch it go through its 
multi-phase brewing process with- 


out having to crane your neck. 

Here’s what happens: You 
place your order (and your 
spouse chides you for spending 
$3 on a cup of coffee); the 
barista grinds the precise 
amount of beans (30 grams for a Yir- 
gacheffe Biloya); then she pours the 
ground coffee onto a round disc at 
the center of the Clover; next, it 
silendy descends into the machine 
while a tap releases water at the per- 
fect temperature (206 degrees for the 
sensitive Yirgacheffe Biloya); while 
the coffee is brewing (38 seconds is, 
I’m told, ideal for Yirgacheffe 
Biloya), the barista gives it a few 
gentle whisks; and, finally, your cof- 
fee is served (and your spouse is now 
your ex-spouse). 

The result? No blueberries for 
me, but a great cup of coffee — 
richer, thicker and creamier (even 
black) than normal coffee. 

It’s about as far from $1 diner 
coffee as, well, Fourth Avenue is 
from Prospect Park West. 

Make that “was.” 

Root Hill Cafe (262 Fourth Ave., at 
Carroll Street) is open until 7 pm on 
weeknight s. 



Our man enjoys a cup of Yirgacheffe brewed 
a machine that costs more than a car. 



Deborah Masters is one of the evicted artists of 475 Kent 
Ave. who are putting on an art show. 


Evicted artists return 
from 'matzoh brawl' 


By Caroline Jackson 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

After three months of sleeping on their 
friends’ couches, the evicted artists of 475 
Kent Ave. are finally back to doing what they 
do best: putting on an art show. 

Roughly two dozen of the more than 200 artists 
and residents who were kicked out of the illegal 
loft building in January are participat- 
ing in a group show, “475 Kent 
Lives,” which opened last night in 

“I don’t have a lot of stuff [to 
show] because I haven’t been able to 
work for three months,” said artist 
Deborah Masters. “None of us has 
been in the building, so we haven’t 
been making art.” 

Making art has been a distant concern com- 
pared to crashing on her air mattress at a dozen 
friends’ houses while she looked for a better liv- 
ing situation (she eventually convinced her 
acupuncturist to let her stay at his Fort Greene 
apartment while he moved in with his girlfriend). 

Her vagabone life began on Jan. 20, when the 
building’s tenants were evacuated by the FDNY 
because an illegal matzo factory was operating in 
the basement. Closer inspection revealed faulty 
sprinklers and other violations. 


The artists have still not been allowed back 
into the building, though more than 4,000 people 
have signed petitions in support of the residents. 

One of those supporters was a curator at the 
Queens Museum, who offered Masters the op- 
portunity to put on an exhibition in that distant 
borough. Excited, Masters and fellow 475 Kent 
resident Lisa Mordhurst, who has also spent 
months crashing on floors, solicited new work 
from their fellow refugees. 

That’s not so easy when most 
of the would-be participants have 
been studio-less. 

“I didn’t know what I could 
do because of the evacuation,” 
said Simon Lee. Fortunately, Lee 
had a piece “that was very much 
about 475,” so he contributed it. 
Lee said the months of sleep- 
ing on friends’ couches without privacy, a 
kitchen or a place to work has taken its toll. 

“I think people are beginning to break down,” 
he said. Indeed, some residents have moved out 
of the building permanently, but Masters says the 
core group is “still 200 strong.” 

“We still believe in it,” she said. 

"475 Kent Lives " Queens Museum of Art at 
Bulova Corporate Center (75-20 Astoria B/vd, 
between 77th Street and the BQE in Astoria), 
April 9-July 13. Free. Call (718) 592-9700 for info. 



Daniel Radosh 

Christian culture chronicler 


Windsor Terrace writer Daniel Radosh is a good Jew — so in a 
sense, he was the perfect person to write "Rapture Ready! Ad- 
ventures in the Parallel Universe of Christian Pop Culture" (Scrib- 
ner). Being a liberal by nature gave him the open mind to really 
explore whether Christian rock music, for example, was any 
worse than the stuff we New Yorkers hear on the radio every 
day. And being a noted journalist — Radosh has had stints at The 
Week and written for The New Yorker, the New York Times, Es- 
quire and GQ — gave him the objectivity to explore the vast 
world beyond the Old Testament. On the eve of the April 8 pub- 
lication date and an April 1 7 reading at the Park Slope Barnes & 
Noble, Radosh checked in with Editor Gersh Kuntzman. 



Q: You weren't just a fish out of water by 
being Jewish, but also being a New York- 
er. At one point, in fact, a supposedly 
good Christian hears that you're from 
New York and says, I hope joking, "Get a 
rope!" Did being such an outsider to 
Christian culture make it harder or easier 
to write the book? 


tred and oppression of my people for cen- 
turies. It was tough to take, so while everyone 
was demanding crucifixion, I broke with the 
crowd of Jews and said, “Maybe a flogging is 
enough.” I did my best. I hung my head in 
shame. I really hammed it up. Of course, no 
one in the audience could hear me, because all 
the dialogue is pre-recorded. But I felt I had 


A: I was an outsider, but people were very 
open. American culture does get into their 
bubble, so they were all intrigued to meet a 
New Yorker. They felt like they had seen New 
Yorkers on “Seinfeld” and wanted to see if it 

Q: For me, your book was like a 
Dale Earnhardt moment. Re- 
member when he died in 2001, 
the New York Times was round- 
ly criticized for basically ignor- 
ing the death of this NASCAR 
legend. But his death was a 
huge thing to millions of 
Americans. Your book was 
the same way for me — this 
notion that something is hap- 
pening outside our main- 
stream that has far more 


Q: Like that Passion play, you said you 
found other elements of Christian culture 
"repugnant." 

A: The “Left Behind” books are a good exam- 
ple. They take a modem scenario and lay on a 
radical right wing agenda — yet make 
it sound fun and excit- 
ing for Christians. It’s 
very divisive for the 
i country, and, worse, 
it’s a distortion of what 
many Christians be- 
lieve. The vast majority 
believes abortion is fun- 
damentally wrong, but 


aware of. I don't even 
know what the "Left Be- 
hind" books are, for in- 

A: In the book, I used the 
terms “mainstream culture” 
and “Christian culture,” but I 
did it reluctantly because in a lot of ways, 
Christian culture is mainstream. The “Left Be- 
hind” books sold 65 million and “The Pur- 
pose-Driven Life” sold 25 million copies. This 
is a world that’s extremely important to a vast 
number of Americans, yet it is off so many 
people’s radar. 

Q: Some Christian culture is quite hip (like 
"Modest is hottest" T-shirts), but some is 
quite regressive and scary, like the Passion 
play in which you performed. That was 
one of my favorite parts of the book. Did 
you realh ' 

Jesus's lif 

A: They gave me a set of robes (I had to bring 
my own sandals) and I found myself in the an- 
gry mob calling for Jesus’s crucifixion, a scene 
that has been used as a justification for the ha- 



with this issue. They don’t 
think it’s the core of their 
identity. That is what is 
changing in the next gener- 
ation and the reason that we 
on the outside should be 
paying attention. If you no- 
tice what kids listen to at fes- 
tivals or the magazines young 
Christians are reading, you’ll 
find that many are opposed to 
Jesus being hijacked by conser- 
vatives for a political agenda. The look at the 
Religious Right and think, “That’s not me.” 

Q: Is that why you recently defended the 
position, "Christian rock doesn't suck" at 
a debate? How could you do that? 

A: The better bands are more open minded. 
The problem is that the gatekeepers at the ra- 
dio stations, who tend to be more conserva- 
tive, only play songs with high “Jesus per 
minute” counts. But non-Christians should 
give this stuff a chance. It would strengthen 
this part of Christian culture and help the con- 
servative fundamentalist strain to wither away. 
Q: You hope. 

A: We live in hope. Didn’t you read the book? 


Daniel Radosh will be reading from his book, "Rapture Ready: Adventures in the Parallel Uni- 
verse of Christian Pop Culture , " on Thursday, April 17 at the Barnes and Noble (267 Seventh 
Ave., at Sixth Street in Park Slope), 7:30 pm. Call (778) 832-9066 for info. 
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HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 


Rubbish Removal 


EMPLOYMENT 


REAL ESTATE I NATIONAL 
CLASSIFIEDS 


FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

■ 718 349-7555 - 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Affordable & Hassle-Free 


Same Day 
Clean-Up! 



GREEN LEAF 


FREE ESTIMATES 

718 - CUTTREE 



LICENSED & INSURED 

718-451-1300 


Rubbish Removal 


Upholstery 


INNOVATIVE SPECIAL 
EDUCATION PRESCHOOL 

Downtown Brooklyn 

Serving Children Ages 3-5 years 
has opening for bilingual (Spanish) 
teachers aide. Prior experience/or 
some college credits a +. 

Fax or email resume at 
718-624-9739 • kingsleysl@aol.com 
Kingsley School 

The Brooklyn Lab School 

is seeking teachers and staff in a 
variety of certification areas to begin 
September 2008. Visit 
http J /brooklynlabschool.wordpress.com 
for more information and to apply. 

PART TIME 
DENTAL ASSISTANT 

Saturdays o must. 

Position available ASAP. Call Donna 

(718) 622-5144 uj 
FOOD PREP HELPER 

Needed for Bensonhurst 
pizzeria. Clean up work also. 
Full time, weekends 
necessary. Call 

(718) 621-1260 wi6 

EXPERIENCED CNC 
MACHINE OPERATORS 


Fax Resume to (718) 439-4464 
or Email to: 

wiggbyprecision.prodigy.net 

Vendors Wanted 

Park Slope Flea Market. 
High traffic area. 

88 Ninth Street 

(718) 788-0880 


-s are paid $7.90 - 
lour, depending on 
I status and we offer 


MORTGAGES 


5.375% MORTGAGE RATE 

400,000 Loan = 2,240 per month 

(30 year fixed rate) 5.75 APR 
to lower your monthly payments, consolidate your debts, 

1 fixed rate payment for 30 years. Get out of your adjustable rate. 
Mortgage Lates ok, lowest fixed rates in 50 Yrs, 



Santa Claus Wanted 

Naturally bearded (Own growth. May be 
bleached) for Local Mall. 6-7 week 
promotion. Will train. Must Love 
Childrenl Excellent pay. 

Dianne or Karen 1-800-969-2440 
(Ple>serBferente40incill) L)? 

SEASONAL TENNIS 
COACHES WANTED 


poid part-time jobs. Spring after school & 
Summer full day. If you love kids and love 
tennis. Fox (718-786-7635) or E-mail 
(iobs@nyjd.org) your tennis resume otto: 
NYJTLHR ' 

Cleaning Volunteers Needed 


To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


CROWN HEIGHTS 

LIMESTONE - 2 FAMILY HOME 

2 bedroom with Den, Kitchen/ 
Bath like new, Skylights. 

No pets. $1450 

Call owners: 718-858-1423 


SRESLmf 


CANARSIE 3 BR DUPLEX 

Semi-detached ■ Quiet Neighborhood 
Neor Shopping • Schools 
$300,000 

Call Glenda for a private appointment 

Caviar Real Estate 
(718)855-4874 erss 


I PROFESSIONAL I 
SERVICES 


(718) 263-8383 


Accounting / Tax Service 


Taxes 1st Hour FREE 


ANY FINANCIAL OR TAX CONSULTATION 


E-file & get your refund direct deposited in 2 weeks 
- Personal Service ■ E-file - Income Tax - Partnerships 
■ Corporate Taxes ■ 20 + Yrs. Experience 

J. Orlando & Co. 

ACCOUNTANT 


AGENTS & BROKERS 

Brooklyn 


We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

•Brooklyn Heights *030011 Gardens ‘Park Slope 

•Cobble Hill •Clinton Hill 9 *Bed-Stuy 

•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 
(718)858-6100 


Specializing in the Purchases and Sales of Residential Property 


FULTON STREET 

CLINTON HILL 

LUXURY CONDOS 

LUXURY CONDOS 

1-2 Br. from 390K 

Lr. 1-2 Br. from 449K 

Excellent Loc. 

Excellent Loc. 

BOERUM HILL 

PROSPECT PARK 

LUXURY CONDOS 

LUXURY CONDOS 

1-2 Br. from 499K 

1-2 Br. from 339K 

Tax Abated /Low CC 

Tax Abated/Low CC 



Notice of Formation of Erma Realty, LLC; Arts., of 
Org., filed with NY Sec. of State ("SSNY") 
05/20/2002. Office in Kings County; SSNY desig- 
nated agent for service of process with copy 
mailed to E. Robert Goodkind, Esq., do Pryor 
Cashman LLP, 410 Park Avenue, 10th FI., New 
York, NY 10022, All lawful business purposes. 


If you’ve been waiting, the time is now... 
FLORIDA IS ON SALE! 

www.nvfraninflorida.com 


Fran Rizzuto, Realtor 

/£^ Prudential Florida WCI Realty 
Wellington/West Palm Beach 

(561) 307 . 047 ! 
email: nyfraninflorida@aol.com 

jk Over 100 Services on our 

^1 J || | Classified & Home 
I Improvement Sections 



CADNET ADS 


COLTS NECK 

Country Estate Home on 2.25 Acres 

5 bedroom, 4.5 bath, in ground 
pool with cabana, every amenity 
possible. A must see! Call for a 
virtual tour. Zellers Realty. 

Maria Green (908) 770-7488 8 

Freehold Township 

$445,000. Cape, 4 Bdrm, 2 Bath 
1 26 Robertsville Rd. & Freehold 

Open Houses 


Absolutely All Cash! Do you earn jMO/day? 
V^8M-^7°6485^^^d/SD,CnM 1 D) n ^ $9,995 


MONTHLY PARKING 
CARS & TRUCKS 

Lot access 7 days a week. 
88 9th St. (near Smith St.) 

718 - 788-0880 



fter* Bankruptcy FREE CONSULTATION 
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The Brooklyn Paper HOME IMPROVEMENT 


AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 
Alterations & New Buildings 

• Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules 

• Construction Management - 


• Zoning Analysis & Property Poter 

Martin della Paolera 

architect 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (718) 596-2379 


Bath Tile & Kitchen 


John 

Costelloe 


in Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


Carpentry || Cleaning Services || Contractors || Demolition T Exterminator 


Carpentry Plus 


Hardwood Floors • Wall Units 
• Window Installation • Tile Work 

Dependable with references 
Kevin (718) 331-9251 


Cleaning Services 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 


Richards Cleaning Service 

Residential & Office Cleaning 
First 3 hrs. only $40 

718-265-2804 

marirc6@aol.com 


Bathroom & Kitchen Tile 


Why Replace When Vou Can Restore? 

R€JUV€NflT€ VOUR BATHROOM 

■ Expert Refinishing of Bathrooms, r — — — ■ — "T*r 
Wall Tile, Sink & Floors '$25 OFF' 

• Refinished Like New & Ready to r“ Wrr i 

Use in just 24 Hours i Rny Service I 

• TAKES ONE DAY! <- -■ 

PREMIER BATHS, INC. 

1-866-399-8827 


for Special Savings 


Cleaning Services 




CleanGreenMaids 

BECAUSE LIFE IS FOR LIVING 


W 

■ The 1 st & only “Cleaning for a Reason" in the NYC ar 
I Environmentally safe cleaning practices. Premium eartl 
people - pet friendly products. Consistently deep & 
detailed cleans. Personalized Cleaning Plans. 

IX ■ WEEKLY ■ BI-MONTHLY ■ CLEAN-INS/OUTS 
70% DISCOUNT-YEARLY CONTRACTS 
Includes 2 Detailed Green Deluxe Cleans (New Clients i 

Gift Certificates Available ■ ^5®® 33 


Call (718) 383-0875 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call: 718-893-4006 



EAGLE^CONTRACTORS 


ENERAL RENOVATION 
★ ★ Interior & Exterior ★ ★ 

■Carpentry ■ Kitchens ■ Bathrooms ■ Plastering- 
Painting ■ Roofing ■ Waterproofing 
Stucco ■ Brick & Concrete Work 

FREE ESTIMATES 


(718) 686-1100 


•2 

ngr^ 


V 1 8-3 2 1-1 383 
7 1 8-49Q-8 1 70 
www.florioconstruction.net 
- WE DO IT ALL!- 


* 


Chris Mullins 

GENERAL CONTRACTING 


* 


Roofing • Bathrooms • Kitchens Carpentry • 

All Renovations • Brickwork • Dormers • Extensions • 
Windows • Waterproofing 


718-276-8558 


wANI 


Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist Exterior 

• cuaOT»*ens Jobs are Owner Supervised .s*ig 9 
’ Fl " &ram°c Tfc nts We have been .0,™"^^ 

doing a great job ‘.t wIT 

• Doors for over ten years ■ Roof a™ 

Lie# 1157104 718-375-8292 


100 


Over 1 00 Services on our 
Classified & Home 
Improvement Sections 


General Cleaning Services 

Homes ■ Offices 
Floor Stripping & Waxing 
Carpet Shampooing • Windows 
Special Recession Pricing 
ZYPHERSON CORP. 

(516) 523-3925 U6 

M^Hurfiiin's fUathell 


718-279-3334 l31 _, 4 

SUPER CLEAN 
MAINTENANCE CORP 

$99 Clean-out Specials (most homes) 
$50 Gutter Cleaning 
$4 Windows Cleaning 
Yard 4 Leaf Clean-ups 

(516) 974-8488 


environmentally Responsible 
Cleaning Service 

Residential ■ Commercial 
Post Construction ■ Maid Service 
Building Maintenance - Carpet & Upholstery 
Move in-Move out 
Post-Construction Clean up 

(718) 626-8750 
greenapplemaids.com 


Clock Restoration 


CLOCK RESTORATION, LTD. 

Fine clocks and mechanical 
antiques bought, sold and 
repaired. Work guaranteed. 

References Available 
Don Yule (718) 857-9831 
zorecobalt777@msn.com L21 


mmm 


• Kitchen & 
Bathroom Tiles 

• General Construction 

• Carpentry 
• Painting 

Specializing in High End 
Tile Installation 

347-543-3450 m 

Gaudioso 
Contracting Inc. 

Complete Interior 
Renovations 
Licensed & Insured 

You don't pay a dime 
until the job's complete. 
Call Anthony 
718-858-8588 
347-731-4464 
Locally Owned & Operated 


ADS WORK! 


Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
“No Job Too Big or Too Small” 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 

Lie.# FREE ESTIMATES Insured 
1266064 Office: 6419 Bay Partway 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN - PRODUCTS - REMODELING 


DECKS 

by Bart 


ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr. 


PCi N & M m— 

f DEMOLITION 

& EXCAVATION 
Hassle Free Rubbish Removal 


FREE ESTIMATES!! ^ 

www.NMDemolition.com 

(718) 965-8024 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


USA EXTERMINATORS 

RESIDENTIAL ■ COMMERCIAL 
" Safes t Methods Used" 

■ Termite ■ Flea Control ■ Roaches 

■ Rats ■ Bed Bugs ■ Wasps ■ Moths 

■ Bats ■ Hornets ■ Ticks ■ Bees ■ Rodent 
Proofing ■ Squirrels ■ Termite Inspections 
FHA, IM Inspections 
TERMITE J\ 

EXPERTS USA 

Licensed & Insured 1 ■ ■ 

718-832-0900 

Senior Citizen Discount 
$15 OFF Any Initial Visit L23 

ADS WORK! 


_ 


» f 


COMPLETE PEsf CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 


LICENSED & INSURED 


Floor Maintenance 


Free Estimates 

718-972-1984 

Lic#l 269932 Bonded 

MASTER FLOORING 

INSTALLATION SANDING -FINISHING 

All kinds of Hardwood Floors & Lamination 
Wooden Stairs ■ Handrail 
Manufacturing • Installation Repairs 
Reasonable Pricing 

(646) 523-7084 ^ 15 

* Kells * 
Wood Floors 

Hardwood Floors Installed & Repaired 
Free Estimates °° rS * INSURED 

Call Phillip (347) 531-6156 
kellswoodfloors@yahoo.com 



We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 


so 90% of the w< 
• Technicians speci 


Christopher John Call 718-389-9898 
1 Thill www.ChristJon.com 


Windows • Doors • Paint 
Brick Work ■ Concrete 
Kitchens ■ Bathrooms 
- Ask for Bobby - 

(718) 529-2244 
(917) 825-6357 u5 

CALL NED 


Cement Work • Painting 
allpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504.,.,. 


KBM Handyman Services 


Violations Removed 

FREE ESTIMATE 

(718) 763-0379 


CMC 

UND§CA<Pk 

C ° ntr actors Incorporated A9 ^ 9 
Design, Installation and Maintenance 

Urban Garden Specialists 

(718) 922.2900 


All Your Handyman Needs 

Painting - Plastering 
Sheetrock - Doors - Etc. 
Quality Work - Dependable Service 

No Job Too Small - Free Estimates 

Call Stan 347-623-1 578 


IRON WORKS 

Free Estimates 

Window Guards Gates 
Cellar Doors & Repairs 

718-602-2819 

r.ironworkny.cc 



■ 116 3RD PLACE, BROOKLYN NY 

■ 92 PROSPECT PLACE, BROOKLYN NY 

■ 102 WILLOW ST. BROOKLYN NY 

■ 223 WYCKOFF ST. BROOKLYN NY 


■ 355 4TH ST. BROOKLYN NY 

■ 379 4TH St. BROOKLYN NY 
■418 13th St. BROOKLYN NY 

■ 445 54TH St. BROOKLYN NY 




INFO@AMIGHINI.NET 


1 -888-mydoorI 



Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY. 


Moving co T333f5 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 



Movers (Licensed) 


A-l JAYS WAY MOVING 


Experienced & Reliable. 
2149 E. 72nd. St. DOT#32149 

71 8-763-1 435 


Master Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, 
Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

(718) 834-0470 ^ 

PRIDE & QUALITY 
PAINTING 

■ Walls Restored • Ceilings Resurfaced 
Mildew & Water Damage 

- FREE ESTIMATES - 

(718) 701-3016 


SUNSHINE 46 
PAINTING RESTORATION 
COMPANY 

25 YEARS 

CUSTOMIZED SERVICE 
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 

(866) 748-6990 
www.sunshinepaintingny.com 

also online at brooklynpaper.com 


R.EK. 

Interior Finishes, LLC 



John Haviaras 

Painting & Handyman 


To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 1 


CerlaPm Painte rs 

Residential. 
Commercial. Interior. 
Exterior. 

You don't pay a dime until 
the job's complete. 

718-858-8588 

347-731-4464 

Call Anthony to schedule 

Locally Owned & Operated 


(347) 729-0202 
(646) 220-6368 




Demetrious 

(718) 783-4868 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
• El Plumbing H B 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


DANNY’S A 

ROOFING CORP W 

All types of roofing. Waterproofing. 
Commercial/ Residential ■ Fully Insured 

Call (718) 477-1777 
or (917) 446-5555 


BSS, BENSON 
IS ROOFING 

Home Improvement • Specializing in Roofs 
•Rubberized Roof - SBS Cold Process 

• Shingle Roofs ■ New Roofs ■ Gutters 

• Leaders • Skylights • Roofing • Repair 

■ Waterproofing • Free Estimates 


•Fully Insured -Lie 11 5908 

1747 E. 3rd St., Brooklyn, NY 11223 
Tel 718-382-4449/Cell 917-535-3506 


STANDARD CONSTRUCTION & ROOFING CORP. 



MORE 

HOME IMROVEMENT 


ON PAGE 16 
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n booked acts through the 


Brooklyn Dog House ‘Amber’ alert! Arts group sues city 

* ^ riavrare Pi hoarding ® ^ 

A A 718 

' 7am-lO 


J daycare 8 boarding 

222-4900 

7 am-lOpm weekdays, gara-lOpm weekends 

• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun S SAFE 

• web cams - watcn your dog play 

• curbside pick up and drop off 

• air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

• individual attention 

• multi-pet S long-term boarding discounts 

327 DOUglaSS (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Three entrepreneurs who invested 
millions to turn a derelict Fort Greene 
building into a music hall and art 
space — only to be told that the build- 
ing would be demolished to make way 
for a city-sponsored art space — have 
sued the city for $10 million. 

In a lawsuit filed last Tuesday in Brook- 
lyn Supreme Court, Amber Art and Music 
Space founders Todd Triplett, Shaun Jenk- 
ins and Philip McKenzie say that the city’s 
plan to condemn the property at the comer 


of Fulton Street and Ashland Place result- 
ed in their financial ruin. 

The plaintiffs had signed a 10-year 
lease for the three-story building in 
2005, drawn to the location because it 
was within the BAM Cultural District, a 
zone that the city is hoping to turn into 
Brooklyn’s own Lincoln Center. 

The men, who live in Fort Greene 
and Clinton Hill and have extensive ex- 
perience in business and arts administra- 
tion, then spent a year and a half reno- 
vating the three-story space into a music 
hall, recording studio, art gallery and 
arts non-profit. They got a liquor license. 


FLASHBACK 


They’d eve 
New Year. 

Then, on Aug. 21 , the three men got a 
letter from Jack Hammer, the Brooklyn 
director of the Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development, inform- 
ing them of the agency’s intention to 
seize the building to make way for a 
new home for the Manhattan-based 
Danspace and 187 residential units, half 
of them affordable. 

As a result, Amber Art Space never 

“We were four weeks away from com- 
pletion, and we get this letter,” said Triplett 


at the time. “The city is f— king us.” 

A spokesman for HPD had no com- 
ment on the lawsuit. 

But according to the city’s “determi- 
nation” to take the land, the acquisitions 
will “result in an area of Downtown 
Brooklyn that is presently blighted and 
underutilized being transformed into an 
area that will become a commercial cen- 
ter while maintaining the character of 
the area’s residential.” 

The project acquisitions will also dis- 
place Track Data Corp, a 20-year-old fi- 
nancial information firm on Rockwell 
Place. 



Save up to 10% 
each month with a two-year 
Price Lock Guarantee. 


Call 718.556.4950 to start saving. 


If we can’t show you how to 
save money on your cable bill, 
we’ll give you a FREE month of service. 




TIME WARNER 

CABLE ; 




d Hudson Valley Poughkeepsie & Newburgh residenti 
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Clones 
have fun 
with$ 


By Ricky Barlin 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The current recession (or 
whatever you want to call it) 
has been a humiliating and em- 
barrassing time for the so- 
called Masters of the Universe 
— so the time has come for 
more humiliation and more 
embarrassment, thanks to the 
Brooklyn Cyclones. 

No, money managers won’t 
be tarred and feathered, but on 
July 23, the Cyclones will 
mark the ecconomic downturn 
by poking fun at the financial 
community. 

For instance, accountants 
who spend most of their time 
balancing books will be invit- 
ed on field to race while bal- 
ancing books on their heads. 

And Bear Steams vets will 
participate in an on-field limbo 
game (the winner will need to 
go even lower than the compa- 
ny's stock — if that’s possible!). 

There’ll even be a race of 
bull and bear mascots (the 
smart money is on the bear). 

All humiliation aside, this is a 
promotion that would even 
please that ultimate bean-count- 
er, Ebeneezer Scrooge — tickets 
to the game against the Vermont 
Lake Monsters are just $5 each 
for groups of 20 or more. 

As such, Cyclones General 
Manager Steve Cohen said the 
goal was to ease their pain. 

“It’s a tough time for money 
managers, so we’re going to 
create a night that will bring 
smiles to their faces,” said Co- 

“We want them to know 
that we’re rooting for them just 
as hard as we do our favorite 
players, if not more!” 


FILTH 


Continued from page 1 
Gowanus Canal is a day at the 
beach (not a clean beach, of 
course, but you get the idea). 

Sure, 300 million gallons of 
waste annually spill into the 
canal from overflowing sewers, 
and last year, the canal suffered 
Spitzer-ruce numihation after 
gonorrhea was discovered in 
water samples. 

But unlike the creek, the 
canal has some salubrious 
things working for it. 

First, it’s served by a flush- 
ing tunnel that pushes through 
“fresh” water from the Butter- 
milk Channel, keeping things 
from going stagnant. 

Second, the city Department 
of Environmental Protection is 
inching forward on a $210-mil- 
lion cleanup that will make the 
canal safe for humans to boat 
on and for fish to breed in. 

There’s nothing comparable 
brewing for Newtown Creek, 
despite that $625,454 state grant. 
And advocates say their Rodney 
Dangerfield of waterways needs 

“The scale is much more se- 
vere at Newtown [that in the 
Gowanus Canal],” said Basil 
Seggos, chief investigator at 
Riverkeeper. “There are more 
toxic fields there.” 

In perhaps more tangible 
terms, the Gowanus’s water 
poses less of a direct threat to 
humans if they’re exposed to it. 

“I’ve heard stories about 
people falling in or going in 
and they lived to tell the tale,” 
said Bob Zuckerman, from the 
Gowanus Canal Community 
Development Corporation, he 
adding, “I wouldn’t recom- 

Anyone who falls in the 
creek might not be so lucky. In- 
deed, a man whose car fell into 
the muck this week died before 
he could be pulled out. 

“It’s one of the most-pollut- 
ed bodies of water on the East 
Coast,” Katie Schmid of the 
Newtown Creek Alliance told 
The New York Times after the 
Tuesday accident. “That does- 
n’t mean, however, to my un- 
derstanding, that swimming in 
the water would cause death 
immediately. It would cause ill- 
ness certainly — and even very 
serious illness.” 



